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PREFACE. 


For  any  imperfections  and  in* 
accuracies  which  may  appear  in 
the  following  fheets,  I feel  the 
necefiity  of  offering,  as  an  apology, 
that  I am  little  accuftomed  to  the 

1 v . 

habits  of  compofition,  nor  have 
I been  able  to  devote  fo  much 
time  to  this  object  as  I could 
with.  To  me,  the  remarks 
they  contain,  and  the  practice 
they  recommend,  feern  impor- 
tant; and  under  this  idea,  I have 
been  impelled,  by  a fenfe  of 
profeffional  duty,  to  offer  them  to 
the  public,  I wifh  alfo  to  exprefs 
the  particular  veneration  I feel  for 
the  abilities  of  the  late  Mr.  Pott. 
I have  nothing  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  to  claim  to  myfelf,  but  a 

a modification 
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modification  of  his  ideas  ; they 
have  been  the  bafis  of  my  opi- 
nions refpe&ing  the  probable  effi- 
cacy of  permanent  artificial  dif- 
charges,  and  have  tfimulated  me 
to  perfeverance  in  their  ufe.  T.  he 
very  great  fuccefs  which  has  fol- 
lowed my  application  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples, feems  to  be  owing  to  the 
nearer  approximation  of  the  re- 
medy to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe;  to 
the  greater  extent  of  furface,  from 
which  the  difcharge  has  been  pro- 
duced ; and  to  the  means  which 
have  been  employed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  it.  I mud  alfo  acknow- 
» 

ledge  the  receipt  of  fome  commu- 

t 

nications  from  gentlemen  at  a dif- 
tance  from  London,  with  whom 
this  method  has  particularly  fuc- 
ceeded. 


PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS , &c. 


Strumous  or  fcrofulous  affedions 
were  very  well  known  to  the  ancients, 
and  no  doubt  exifts  in  my  mind  but 
that  the  morhus  coxendicis  of  Hippo- 
crates, is  the  fcrofulous  hip  of  the  pre- 
fent  day  ; and  that  thofe  articular  dif- 
eafes  mentioned  by  ancient  authors^ 
as  having  their  origin  in  (what  they 
term)  cold  pituitous  humour  falling  on 
a joint,  and  which  fometimes  occa- 
fioned  luxation  *,  as  alfo  the  com- 
plaints denominated  fpina  ventofa , me- 
liceria , hydrarthros , and  fungus  arti- 
culi , are,  in  their  fymptoms  and  ef- 
fects, very  analogous  to  the  different 
fpecies  of  the  difeafe  which  is  gene-' 
rally  denominated  white-fwelling, 

b Much 
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Much  as  we  may  regret  that  the 
difcrimination  of  the  ancients  on  the 
fubjed:  of  articular  affections  is  not 
fo  accurate  as  we  could  wifh,  yet  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  withhold  from 
them  our  commendation,  fo  far  as  re- 
fpeCts  their  treatment  of  fuch  difor- 
ders ; for  the  principles  on  which 
they  founded  their  expectations  of  a 
cure  are  precifely  the  fame  with  thofe 
of  the  prefent  day. 

They  ufed  local  and  general  blood- 
letting, the  aCtual  and  potential  cau- 
tery, with  veficating  and  ftimulating 
applications  to  the  fkin  ; they  farther 
maintained,  that  fores  produced  by 
thefe  means,  fhould  have  their  dis- 
charge promoted,  and  continued  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time*. 

* Rhasis  opera  exquifitiora  de  affec. jundh  p.  507 

Permanni  chirurg.  curiofa,  cap.  18,  p.  307.— JEtjvs  de 
peruftione  in  morbo  nrticulari,  cap.  25.— Hieronymi 
Fabricii  opera  chirur  ;ca  de  articulorum  uftione,  cap.  5. 

For 
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For  the  advantages  refulting  from 
this  mode  of  treatment  in  the  curved 
fpine  and  difeafed  joint,  we  are  ori- 
ginally indebted  to  the  ancients  ; but 
we  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Pott  for  the 
more  extenlive  application  of  the 
cauftics  in  thefe  diforders. 

The  treatment  which  is  here  fub- 
mitted  to  the  candid  confideration  of 
medical  men,  owes  its  origin,  prin- 
cipally, to  a perufal  of  the  works  of 
ancient  pradtitioners  on  the  fubjedt, 
and  partly  to  the  opinion  delivered 
by  Mr.  Pott,  when  he  laft  ledtured 
on  the  curved  fpine:  he  then  ftated 
his  expeditions  that  a purulent  drain 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dif- 
eafed joint  would,  one  day  or  other, 
be  found  highly  efficacious ; and  the 
opinion  of  fo  able  a furgeon  induced 
me  to  perfevere,  farther  than  per- 
haps I ffiould  otherwife  have  done, 
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in  that  mode  of  practice,  the  ulti- 
mate fuccefs  of  which  has  more  than 
equalled  my  expectations,  and  which 
it  is  the  objeCt  of  the  prefent  Work  to 
eftablifh. 

Moft  of  the  patients  whom  I have 
feen  afflicted  with  this  diford er,  were 
of  a ftrumous  habit,  and  defcended 
from  parents  of  a fimilar  conftitution  : 
in  fome  cafes,  it  has  alfo  appeared, 
that  many  of  their  families  have  been 
deftroyed  by  phthifis  pulmonalis • I 
have  generally  obferved,  indeed,  that 
children  whofe  parents  were  un- 
healthy, or  had  married  at  a late 
period  of  life,  were  more  particularly 
fubjeCt  to  fcrofulous  affeCtions. 

Many  authors,  as  well  as  practi- 
tioners, of  the  prefent  day,  have  con- 
fidered  acrimony  of  lymph  to  be  a 
primary  caufe  of  white -fwelling. — ■ 

This 
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This  opinion  has  induced  them  to  re* 
commend  thofe  remedies  which  are 
termed  alteratives,  and  alfo  to  believe, 
that,  until  this  habit  is  corrected,  it 
is  vain  to  expect  a cure  by  any  furgi- 
cal  remedy  : that  this  opinion  is  mere- 
ly conjectural,  the  annexed  cafes  will 
evidently  prove  ; and  in  what  man- 
ner this  idea  of  acrimony  can  be  fup- 
ported  by  circumstances  relative  either 
to  the  habit  of  the  patient,  or  to  the 
difeafe,  I am  totally  at  a lofs  to  de- 
termine *. 

I fhall  firft  conhder,  feparately,  the 
alteration  which  the  bones  undergo  in 
this  difeafe,  particularly  as  the  cure 
depends  folely  on  remedies  to  be  ap- 

* Vide  Dr.  Kirkland’s  Surgery,  vol.  ii.  p.  504.  Mr. 
Brom field,  in  the  2d  volume  of  his  Surgery,  fpeaking  of 
the  fcrofuious  enlargement  of  the  epiphyfes,  fays,  the 
habit  of  body  in  general  muft  be  corre&ed,  to  give  any 
chance  of  cure. 
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plied  to  the  integuments,  and  as  the 
bones,  themfelves,  for  the  moft  part, 
neither  require  nor  admit  of  any  par- 
ticular treatment. 

The  bones  in  this  complaint  are 
affected  in  two  ways  : in  the  one, 
they  are  affected  primarily  from  dif- 
eafe  in  their  interior  ftructure  ; in  the 
other,  they  are  affected  fecondarily, 
by  their  articulating  furfaces  becom- 
ing difeafed,  in  confequence  of  the 
previous  affection  of  the  internal  fur- 
lace  of  the  joint. 

In  the  carious  ftage  of  this  difeafe, 
it  has  been  faid,  that  to  expedite  a 
cure,  exfoliation  fhould  be  promoted  ; 
but  experience  tells  us,  that  exfolia- 
tion rarely  occurs,  and  when  the  com- 
plaint does  not  feem  to  require  it,  may 
we  not  infer,  that  it  fhould  not  be 
encouraged  ? 

It  is  very  probable,  that  if  means 

had 
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had  not  formerly  been  ufed  to  pro- 
duce this  effect,  it  would  have  occur- 
red as  felaom  then,  as  we  now  find  to 
beAcafe ; thofe  pieces  of  bone  which 
I have  known  to  come  away,  have  ex- 
foliated not  from  the  articulating  part 
of  the  bone,  which  is  called  epiphyjtsy 
but  from  the  body  of  the  bone  ; for, 
indeed,  Mr.  Bromfield  fays*,  that 
defquamation,  in  ftrictnefs  of  terms, 
happens  not  to  all  the  bones — as,  for 
inftance,  the  bones  of  the  carpus  and 
tarfus,  or  the  fpongy  extremities  of 
the  cylindrical  bones ; but,  he  fays, 
when  proper  openings  are  made,  the 
carious  part  will  crumble  away  infen- 
fibly,  and  be  difeharged  with  the 
matter. 

The  fuppofed  neceflity  of  exfolia- 
tion in  fcrofulous  joints,  formerly  gave 
rife  to  an  unneceffary,  painful,  and 

* Bromfield’s  Surgery,  vol.  ii. 

mifehievous 
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mifchievous  practice,  as  the  making 
ufe  of  the  knife,  cauftics,  or  caute- 
ries*. The  two  laft  of  which  reme- 
dies were  employed  to  dry  up  the 
rottennefs  of  the  bones,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  the  hyperfarcohs,  or  the  exube- 
rant funguffes  with  which  the  fur- 
geons  of  thofe  days  were  frequently 
troubled  f.  At  the  fame  time,  tents 

of 


* Curatio  ad  os  praecipue  dirigi  debet  & nift  perfanato 
o{Te  curatio  nulla  eft. — Annotat.  Mercklini  in  Pandolphini, 
cap.  3.  Le  Clerk  on  difeafes  of  the  bone,  cap.  iii. 

f Obferv.  Medico  Chirurg.  Petri  de  Marchettis  de  fpina 
ventofa,  p.  119. 

Spinae  ventofitas,  quam  nuperi  dixerunt  fpinam  ven- 
tofam.  Primus  de  eo  morbo,  & bene  egit  (Rhafes.) 
Mali  caufam  in  ipfo  ofie  efte,  & vicinam  carnem  omnemque 
articulationem  intumefeere,  malum  in  ambulatione  augeri. 
Si  ferro  aperueris,  non  facile  fanefeere  & ft  os  corruptum 
fuerit  non  curari,  nil!  os  extraxeris. — Halleri  Bibliotheca 
Chirurgica,  vol.  i.  Haller’s  edition  of  Rhafes,  1542. 

Ventofitas  fpinae  eft  ad  modum  doloris : fed  materia  in 
dolore  articulorum  erit  in  came  & mufeulis  : fed  in  vitio 
fpinae  haec  materia  erit  in  ofle,  &:  parte  ejus  corrumpitnr 
caro  vicina  ei : & juxta  modum  acuitatis  ipfius  material  erit 
malitia  & velocitas  ulcerationis  ipftus.  Be  cognidone. 

$ quotiens 
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of  different  kinds  were  in  ufe  to  make 
way  to,  and  keep  expofed  the  carious 
bone,  together  with  an  occafional 
touch  of  the  actual  cautery,  to  faci- 
litate its  removal. 

Since  it  has  been  the  practice,  as 
far  as  I have  known,  or  feen,  not  to 
dilate  the  fores  to  the  extent  formerly 

quQtiens  videris  articulum  ingroflari  cum  durabilitate,  non 
deficiet  vitium  ficut  deficit  vitium  articulorum  : fed  quotiens 
perdurat  in  difpofitione  ipfa  fiet  acutius  ambulando,  quarc 
minutTf?  fiat  in  primo  de  proximiori  loco  illinitio,  fiat  cum 
eo  quod  confortat  locum  & folidat  articulum : purgetur 
corpus  de  fluitatibus  caiidis,  generetur  fanguis  humidus 
modicae  acuitatis : fupponantur  locis  Temper  emplaftra  ad 
corroborandum,  ad  prohibendum  manationem  fuperfluitatis 
ad  ea  j & toto  ftudio  infrigidetur  locus ; quoniam  hoc 
regimine  prohibitio  fiet  quod  non  corrumpatur  os,  & rema- 
nebit  in  ipfa  difpofitione  per  tempus  longum  abfque  ulcera- 
tione  : quod  fi  aperis  iliud  cum  ferro  velociter,  non  de  levi 
fiet  glutinatio  ipfius,  quoniam  os  aptum  eft  ad  corruptionem : 
& jam  corrupta  eft  pars  ipfius  & hie  non  glutinabitur  nili 
extrahatur  os,  & totum  id  quod  fuerat  corruptum  ex  cor- 
ruptione  ipfius  offis,  vel  alterius  difficilis  erit  fanatio  ipfius 
ctiam  c^uando  aperitur  ad  extrahendum  os,  noli  dimittere 
quod  non  cuftodiatur  de  corruptione  oflis:  alterius  cum 
rebus  confortativis,  infrigidativig,  & prohibitiyis.-— -Rhafis. 
edit,  i486,  cap.  v.  lib.  xv,  in  Mufeo  Britannic©. 

c done, 
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done,  no  fuch  difeafed  funguffes  have 
arifen,  as  the  furgeons  at  that  time 
experienced.  It  has  been  thought, 
and  really  might  be  apprehended,  that 
Mr.  Serjeant  Wifeman,  by  the  treat- 
ment we  have  juft  reprefentcd,  may 
have  added  to  that  caries  it  was  his 
intention  to  remove  ; however,  from 
the  account  he  gives  of  this  pra&ice, 
we  cannot  form  any  conftderable  hopes 
of  fuccefs,  particularly  when  he  tells 
us,  that  in  a cafe  of  white-fwelling 
of  the  knee,  in  which,  after  he  had 
applied  a cauftic  to  make  an  opening 
to  difcharge  the  matter,  the  adtual 
cautery  was  made  ufe  of  to  expedite 
exfoliation,  yet,  as  he  fays,  the  caries 
increafed,  and  the  patient  languid^ 
ing,  died  at  laft  tabid. -r— 

The  fpina  ventofa  of  the  joint,  or 
that  fpecies  of  white-fwelling  which 
confifts  in  an  enlargement  of  the  bone, 


is 
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is  a malady  to  which  young  people 
are  moft  liable*.  Writers  have  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  peculiar  texture  of 
the  epiphyfes,  or  the  ends  of  a bone* 
caufed  them  to  be  more  liable  to  it, 
than  their  middle*  or  harder  parts  f : 
however,  we  know  that  the  extremi^- 
ties  of  the  cylindrical  bones  allow  of 
a greater  degree  of  expanhon  than 
we  commonly  find  to  take  place  in 
the  middle  of  a bone,  and  that,  at 
firft,  without  marks  of  external  caries. 
We  muft  admit  as  a fa£t,  though  we 
are  at  a lofs  to  account  for  it,  that 
the  harder  parts  of  a bone  arc  more 
fufceptible  of  the  venereal  virus,  than 
the  fofter  parts ; and  that  the  extre- 
mities, or  heads  of  a bone,  are  more 
frequently  liable  to  fcrofula,  though 
inftances  have,  and  do  occur,  where 


* Joannis  de  Gorter  chlrurgiarepufgata,  pages  49  and  50. 
f Le  Clerk  on  difeafes  on  bone,  cap.  iii. 
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every  part  of  a bone  is  fubje&  to  ve- 
nereal, as  well  as  ftrumous  afte&ion. 

Cafes  of  white- fwelling,  attended 
with  enlargement  of  bone,  have  re- 
covered ; and,  I believe  fuch  inftances 
would  have  been  more  frequent,  had 
a remedy  been  known  capable  of  ar~ 
refting  the  progrefs  ol  the  difeafe  in 
the  bone  ; for,  unlefs  this  can  be  ac- 
complifhed,  the  malady  of  the  bone 
will  go  on,  until  it  pervades  the  joint, 
and  produce  thofe  effects  on  the  liga- 
ments, and  articulating  furfaces  of  the 
ends  of  the  bones,  as  occur  in  the 
white- fwelling,  where  the  difeafe  firft 
begins  in  the  cavity  of  the  joint. — • 
Mr.  Pott  has  afccrtained  the  efficacy 
of  artificial  drains,  in  checking  the 
progrefs  of  caries,  in  difeafed  vertebrae, 
and  in  reftoiing  the  fpine,  as  well  as 
the  patient  to  a date  of  health  : and  I 
feel  the  greateft  fiitisfa&ion  in  the  fuc- 

cefs 
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cefs  which  has  occurred  from  the  ufe 
of  a fimilar  mode  of  practice  in  cafes 
of  white-fwelling,  attended  with  dif- 
eafe  of  the  bones. 

I have,  on  the  authority  of  Wise- 
man, regarded  the  fpina  ventofa  of  a 
joint,  as  a fpecies  of  white -fwelling, 
and  I am  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  that  arrangement ; for  furgeons, 
however  accurately  in  their  converfa- 
tions  or  writings  they  have  been  able 
to  difcriminate  between  the  different 
kinds  of  this  diforder,  yet,  in  practice 
they  have  found  themfelves  frequently 
miftaken,  as  to  the  parts  of  the  joint 
which  were  difeafed. — The  difficulty 
of  fuch  a diffin&ion  is  of  the  leafl 
importance,  lor,  fo  far  as  my  expe- 
rience and  obfervations  of  the  difeafe 
have  extended,  the  treatment  is  effen- 
tially  the  fame  in  all  cafes  of  white- 
fwelling. 


Rhazes, 
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Rhazes,  Avicenna,  Pandolphin,' 
and  moft  other  authors,  have  informed, 
usj  that  the  fpina  ventofa  is  a difeafe 
of  the  bone ; and  Merclin,  a judi- 
cious commentator  on  Pandolphin’s 
Treatife  on  this  fubjetft,  fays,  that  in 
this  difeafe,  the  bones  are  fir  ft  and 
principally  affe&ed  in  their  interior 
part,  and  the  difeafe  of  the  bone  al- 
always  precedes  that  of  the  flefh  : 
hence,  if  the  difeafe  of  the  bone,  and 
that  of  the  flefh,  appear  at  the  fame 
time,  the  former  exifted  before  the 
latter*. 

Unlefs  a patient  applies  to  a fur- 
geon  in  an  early  ftage  of  this  difor- 
der,  it  is  in  fome  cafes  very  difficult 

* Malum  noftum  in  offis  potius  corrupfione  quam  in 
exulceratione  carnis  confiftere,  hae  fere  evincunt  rationes, 
quia  offa  & quidem  interius  primo  ac  primario  corruni- 
puntur  ; oflifque  corruptio  Temper  praecedit  corruptionem 
cat  nis ; atque  hinc  fi  Cffis  & carnis  vitium  fimul  apparet, 
illud  Temper  hoc  prius  extitit.  — Annotat  Mercklini  Pan*, 
dolphini,  cap.  i. 
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to  fpeak  with  certainty,  as  to  the 
exact  ftate  of  the  joint  ; for,  under 
certain  circumftances,  white-fwel  lings 
very  much  refemble  each  other  in 
point  of  external  appearance.  I have 
ifhown  to  my  medical  friends  fome  dif- 
eafed  joints,  of  which,  upon  examin- 
ation, it  was  impofiible  to  decide  with 
accuracy,  as  to  the  ftate  of  the  parts : 
fome  of  the  cafes,  they,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  conftdered  only  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  bone ; but  after  the  ap- 
plication of  leeches,  and  an  artificial 
drain  derived  from  the  integuments, 
covering  the  joint,  there  did  not  ap  - 
pear  the  fmalleft  enlargement  of  the 
heads  of  the  bone  ; and  in  cafes  where 
it  was  imagined  the  bones  were  not 
enlarged,  but  the  complaint  was 
merely  an  affe&ion  of  the  foft  parts ; 
jt  turned  out,  on  their  recovery,  that 
the  bones  alfo  had  fuffered  enlarge- 
ment. 
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ment.  With  the  fallacious  feel  white- 
fwellings  often  afford  to  examination, 
our  minds  cannot  be  too  ftrongly  im- 
preffed ; and  I fufped,  when  Mr. 
Serjeant  Wiseman  fpeaks  of  bones  in 
the  courfe  of  one  night  becoming 
amazingly  enlarged  in  this  difeafe, 
that  he  was  deceived  in  the  way  I 
have  juft  mentioned. 

In  the  rickets,  we  do  not  find  one 
joint  only  affected,  for  the  correfpond- 
ing  limb  fhows  marks  of  the  fame 
difeafe  ; the  pain  attending  a ferotu- 
lous  enlargement  of  bone,  befides  the 
fymptoms  and  progrefs  of  the  com- 
plaint, make  it  improbable,  as  fome 
fuppofe,  that  the  rickets  and  fpina 
ventofa  can  be  taken  for  one  ano- 
ther^. 

If  we  are  called  early  to  a cafe  of 

* Vide  Mr.  Cheflon’s  Pathological  Observations  and 
Enquiries. 
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Jpina  ventofa,  the  joint  will  bear 
handling  without  the  patient  mani- 
fefting  any  pain,  theHn teguments  will 
be  capable  of  being  pinched  up.  and 
will  be  found  unaffected.  The  joint 
in  this  cafe  can  be  extended,  or  is  ca- 
pable of  being  bent,  with  the  moft 
perfed  eafe  and  facility.  As  the  dif- 
eafe  advances,  the  foil:*  parts  become 
affeded,  and  fluids  are  effufed  within 
the  articulation,  and  different  parts 
about  the  joint,  but  the  diftention 
increafing,  the  joint  becomes  painful 
to  the  touch,  or,  when  exerted,  in- 
flammation at  length  inner  vening,  ul- 
ceration follows : and  fhould  the  parts 
be  expofed  by  diffection,  the  ends  of 
the  bones  will  be  found  enlarged, 
and  their  articulating  furfaces  more 
or  lefs  deprived  of  theircartilaginous 
covering. 

Patients  afflicted  with  white-fwell- 
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ling>  are  often  encouraged  by  practi- 
tioners to  hope  that  the  complaint 
may  terminate  in  anchylofis:  but  this, 
unfortunately,  is  a very  infrequent 
occurrence,  and  cannot  reafonably  be 
expected  ; whilft  the  difeafe  is  fuf- 
fered  to  proceed.  Anchylofis  is  a 
procefs  of  health,  and,  as  fuch,  can 
it  be  expected  to  occur,  until  the 
progrefs  oi  the  complaint  in  the  bone 
be  arrefted  ? 

I fhall  not  attempt  to  determine 
whether  the  reafon  I have  already 
affigned,  will  account  for  the  infre- 
quency of  anchylofis  in  this  diforder  ; 
yet,  as  a proof  how  feldom  it  occurs, 
I have  feen  but  two  cafes  of  the  knee, 
and  one  of  the  elbow,  anchylofed  by 
oflific  union.  Other  inftances  of 
knees  anchylofed  by  a conjunction  of 
foit  parts,  have  alfo  occurred  to  my 
notice;  which  joints,  though  incapa- 
ble 
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ble  of  flexion,  yet  admitted  a degree 
of  motion,  juft  enough  to  prove,  that 
offific  matter  had  not  produced  the 
union  ; fortunately  for  thefe  patients, 
the  leg  and  thigh  had  been  kept,  dur- 
ing the  cure,  in  an  extended  ftate. 

Perfed  quietude  of  the  limb  is  re- 
quifite  for  the  recovery  of  a difeafed 
joint ; but  more  particularly  if  the 
part  fhould  be  in  a difpofttion  to  an- 
chylofe.  Too  great  attention  cannot 
then  be  paid,  if  the  difeafe  is  of  the 
knee,  that  the  leg  be  kept  extended; 
and,  if  in  the  elbow  Joint,  that  the 
arm  be  kept  bent  ; for  inattention  to 
a proper  pofttion  of  a limb  affeded 
with  this  difeafe,  has  often  rendered 
it  ufelefs,  though  the  complaint  was 
cured.  At  the  time  I inferted  fome 
obfervations  in  the  Fourth  Volume  of 
“ Medical  Fads,3’  I was  not  then  aware 
of  the  necefllty  of  abfolute  reft,  which 
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I have  ftnce  found  to  be  indifpenfable 
in  thefe  cafes. 

Much  obje£lion  to  keeping  the  joint 
in  a ftate  of  reft  has  often  been  urg- 
ed  by  the  patients,  or-  their  friends, 
from  an  ap  prehen  lion  that  the  joint 
would  become  rigid,  but  1 have  never 
hitherto  found  reft  produce  fuch  an 
effect.  In  every  cafe,  under  my  care, 
of  white-fwelling  of  the  knee,  the 
limb  has  been  kept  extended,  in  fome 
cafes  for  many  months,  and,  in  one, 
during  a fpace  of  two  years ; yet  the 
joints  have  never  been  rendered  rigid, 
or  their  motion  impaired. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  joints  be- 
coming rigid,  is  rather  a confequence 
of  difeafe,  than  arifing  from  a pofi- 
tion  of  the  limb  ; and  I am  con- 
firmed in  this  opinion,  by  having 
feen  feveral  joints  rigid  by  this  difeafe, 
completely  fet  at  liberty,  merely  by 

the 
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the  effects  of  a purulent  drain  derived 
from  the  integuments  iurrounding  the 
complaint. 

Patients  are  very  frequently,  in 
this  diforder,  troubled  with  fpafms  of 
the  affected  limb;  and  in  the  cafe  of 
the  white-fwelling,  it  has  been  con- 
ceived, that  thefe  fpafms  have  in- 
duced the  patient  to  bend  the  joint, 
and  to  keep  it  in  that  fituation,  in 
order  to  procure  eafe.  It  is  afcertain- 
ed,  that  the  fpafms  attending  a brok- 
en leg  or  thigh  are  much  diminifhed 
in  their  extent  by  a relaxed  pofition 
of  the  limb  ; but  the  confequence  of 
allowing  patients  a fimilar  indulgence 
in  this  difeafe,  will  occalion  fuch  a 
contracted  ftate  of  the  joint,  as  ulti- 
mately to  render  it  almoft  ufelefs. — 
Indeed,  an  attention  to  this  point  is 
highly  neceffary,  as  the  fpafms  may 
be  leffened  by  opium,  and  as  they  will 
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entirely  fubfide  as  the  difeafe  advances 
to  a cure  *. 

If  the  complaint  has  proceeded  fo 
far  as  to  erode  the  articulating  fur- 
faces  of  the  bones,  it  has  been  gene- 
rally thought,  if  the  difeafe  was  cured, 
anchy lolis  would  inevitably  enfue ; 
but  cafes  of  difeafed  knees,  where  the 
bones,  on  being  moved,  were  evident- 
ly found  to  grate,  have  been  cured 
without  being  anchylofed,  and  the 
grating  fenfation  was  no  longer  di (co- 
ve ruble.  Thefe  inftances  would  lead 
one  to  conclude,  that  if  furgical  at- 
tention can  but  check  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe,  the  joint  will  re- 
cover its  adtion,  and  be  rigid  or  an- 
chylofed, in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  the  difordered  date  of  the  parts 
that  previoufly  exifted. 

The  emaciation  of  the  limb  which 

* Vide  Bell’s  Surgery. 
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frequently  attends  this  difeafe,  has 
been  conhdered  as  an  unfavourable 
circumftance  ; but  it  is  to  be  remark- 
ed, that  if  the  complaint  has  not  been 
of  any  long  continuance,  the  limb 
will  often  regain  its  natural  fize,  but 
not  other  wife  ; for  though  it  may  re- 
cover a degree  of  plumpnefs,  it  will 
never  arrive  to  the  bulk  of  the  healthy 
limb.  Neverthelefs,  inftances  of  re- 
covery have  occurred  with  a very  ufe- 
ful  limb,  after  tedious  and  long  fup- 
puration,  though  it  has  continued  in 
a reduced  ftate  lo  long  as  the  patient 
lived. 

Prefuming  it  unnecefiary,  it  is 
therefore  deemed  improper  to  occupy 
much  of  the  reader’s  attention,  by  a 
minute  detail  of  the  applications  ufu- 
ally  employed  for  the  relief  of  this 
difeafe,  efpecially  as  they  have  proved 
unfuccefsful,  or  from  the  degree  of 

their 
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their  efficacy,  can,  at  the  mod',  be 
confidered  merely  as  palliatives. 

The  effedt  or  cold  in  fufpending 
the  progrefs  of  ulceration  in  the  fpina 
ventofa,  was  noticed  by  R has  is. 

Cold  applications  ol  the  aqua  li- 
thargyri  acetati  compofita,  aqua  am- 
monia acetatae,  or  fal  ammoniac,  dur- 
ing its  folution  in  vinegar  and  water, 
though  poffeffing  no  curative  power, 
have  had  their  ufe,  by  checking  in- 
flammation, and  thereby  retarding  the 
progrefs  of  the  complaint  towards 
fuppuration,  and,  confequently,  pre- 
ferving  the  integuments  lor  a longer 
time  i • a healthy  date.  Thefe  appli- 
cations, befides,  have  fometimes  ef- 
fected a flight  reduction  of  the  fwell- 
ing  ol  the  joint,  by  promoting  ab- 
iorption  of  fome  of  the  fluid  collect- 
ed  under  the  integuments ; yet  this  is 
but  a fuperficial  benefit,  for  this  fluid 

will 


will  be  reproduced.,  whilft  the  difeafe 
within  the  articulation  is  unimpeded 
in  its  progrefs. 

The  advantages  of  local  bleeding, 
as  a means  of  relief  in  this  complaint, 
merit  our  attention,  though  it  has  not 
appeared  of  any  fervice,  except  in 
cafes  attended  with  great  pain ; and 
in  thefe  it  is  proper  that  the  part 
(hould  be  bled  largely,  andfrepeatedly, 
until  the  patient’s  fufferings  are  fome- 
what  mitigated. 

It  has  not  appeared  to  me,  that  this 
treatment  alone  has  entirely  removed 
the  pain,  much  lefs  cured  the  dif- 
eafe ; though,  in  one  cafe,  indeed, 
where  no  other  means  were  adopted,  the 
patient  became  eafier  for  a fhort  time, 
but  in  a few  weeks,  the  pain  returned 
with  its  former  feverity,  and  the  pro- 
grefs of  the  complaint  fecmed  to  have 
received  only  a temporary  check. 

I have 
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I have,  however,  witneffed  the 
efficacy  of  local  bleeding  in  cafes  of 
violent  pain  within  a joint  unattended 
with  fwelling  ; and  the  patients  thus 
afflicted  were  every  one  of  a fcrofulous 
habit.  In  addition  to  this  treatment, 
the  perfpiration  of  the  part  was  kept 
up  by  fomentation  and  poultices,  the 
patients  were  confined  to  bed,  the 
ftate  of  their  bowels  attended  to,  and 
antimonial  preparations,  aflifted  by  a 
quantity  of  opium,  proportioned  to 
the  degree  of  pain  and  age  of  the 
patients,  were  - adminiftered  in  the 
evening. 

I have  known  this  method  of  treat- 
ment completely  fuccefsful  in  remov- 
ing an  incipient  complaint,  which,  if 
buffered  to  have  proceeded,  would 
mod  probably  have  terminated  in 
white-fwelling. 

Blood  may  be  taking  from  the  part, 

by 
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by  cupping  or  leeches ; it  is  obvious, 
that  leeches  mu  ft  be  ufed  in  thofe 
cafes,  where,  from  the  fwelling  of  the 
joint,  the  integuments  are  in  a ftate 
of  tenflon,  and  that  they  are  alfo  to  be 
preferred  where  the  fkin  is  inflamed. 
Thefe  are  the  only  circumftances  un- 
der which  one  mode  of  drawing  blood 
is  preferable  to  another;  for  the  pa- 
tients have  appeared  benefited  by  the 
proportionate  quantity  of  blood  that 
has  been  drawn  from  the  part,  and 
not  from  the  mode  by  which  it  was 
taken. 

Mercury  was  reforted  to  by  Heifter, 
in  complaints  of  this  nature,  from  a 
notion  that  they  arofe  from  a venereal 
taint.  Notwithftanding  the  fuccefs 
he  attributes  to  this  medicine,  it  would 
appear  from  the  obfervations  I have 
been  able  to  make  refpeding  it,  or  to 
colled  from  the  experience  of  others, 
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that  there  is  not  the  fmalleft  founda- 
tion for  this  opinion;  for,  furely,  if 
there  were  any  affinity  in  the  nature 
of  the  two  diforders,  the  remedy  that 
abfolutely  cures  the  dne^  ffiould,  in 
forne  degree,  have  a tendency  to  re- 
lieve the  other.  . . ?,  rh 

Patients  labouring  under  white  - 
fwellings  have  applied  to  me  on  ac- 
count of  venereal  complaints,  which 
were  entirely  removed  by  mercury ; 
but  no  efledt  was  produced  on  the 
difeafed  joint,  even  where  the  faireft 
poffible  opportunity  was  given  by 
rubbing  it  into  the  affe&ed  limb, 
which,  confequently,  expofed  the  joint 


completely  to  its  adlion. 

Mercurial  fri&ion  has,  indeed,  in 
feme  degree  reduced  the  fwelling  of  a 
joint,  by  promoting  abforption  of  fluid, 
collected  exterior  to  the  ligaments, 
but  as  it  had  not  any  power  over  the 

difeafe, 
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difeafe,  which  exifted  within  the  arti-r 
culation,  the  tumefaction  returned. 
This  mode  of  treatment  will  fome- 
times  fucceed  in  curing  that  fort  of 
complaint,  which  in  appearance  re- 
fembles  the  true  white-fwelling ; but 
as  it  is  confined  to  parts  externally  li~ 
tuated  to  the  ligaments,  it  mu  ft  be  feen 
how  widely  it  differs  from  that  kind 
of  affection  which  has  its  origin  in  a 
diftempered  ftate  of  the  ligaments,  or  of 
the  articular  part  of  the  bone.  I have 
laid  that  mercury  fometimes  fucceeds, 
though  it  will  much  oftener  fail. 

Sea-bathing  or  the  application  ol 
fe a water,  as  local  remedies  in  th'efe 
cafes,  have  not  appeared  to  me  to  be 
attended  with  fuccefs.  But  the  fea- 
air  is  manifeftly  ufeful  in  improving 
the  patients’  health,  and  by  that  means 
fupporting  him  under  the  exceflive 
drain  of  a long  continued  ulcerated 

white- 
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white- fwelling,  and,  in  this  refpedt,  1 
confider  it  as  a very  important  means 
of  relief. 

Of  the  cuftomary  remedies  applied 
in  cafes  of  white- fwellings,  blifters 
have  the  preference,  and  their  efficacy 
has  by  feme  been  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  the  ftimulus,  more  than  from 
the  difeharge  they  produce.  Practi- 
tioners of  this  opinion,  have  bliftered 
the  whole  joint,  and  fuffered  the  part 
to  heal  before  another  blifter  was  ap- 
plied; and  in  this  way,  they  have  kept 
u p a conftant  fuccefllon  of  ftimulus. 

Others,  who  were  of  opinion  that 
it  was  the  difeharge,  and  not  the  fti-  * 
mulus,  which  was  prcdu&ive  of  ad- 
vantage; have  applied  perpetual  blif- 
ters, and  though  I never  faw  any  per- 
manent good  from  the  ftrft  mode  of 
applying  them  ; yet  in  a cafe  of  dif- 
eaied  hip,  a large  perpetual  blifter, 
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placed  behind  the  trochanter,  was 
attended  with  remarkable  fuccefs. 

Dr.  Akenfide  publifhed  a paper  in 
the  Medical  Tranfadtions,  on  the  effi- 
cacy of  blifters  in  cafes  of  white  fwel- 
lings,  in  which  alterative  medicines, 
fuch  as  calomel  and  bark,  were  given. 
He  ftates,  that  he  has  thus  been  able 
to  reftore  the  ufe  of  one  or  other  of 
the  principal  joints,  where  the  cafe 
feemed  very  near  to  an  anchylofis: 
But  theDodtor  remarks,  that  it  is  hard- 
ly neceffiiry  to  premife,  that  nothing 
can  be  expected  from  this  treatment, 
where  there  is  any  fenfible  colledlion  of 
fluid  within  the  joint.  He  feems,  in 
the  firft  infiance,  to  have  applied  a 
blifter  round  the  whole  joint,  and  after- 
wards to  have  kept  up  a difcharge  from 
a circumfcribed  fpot  over  the  painful 
part,  and  to  have  laid  fome  ftrefs  up- 
on the  ufe  of  oily  fridtions,  where  the 

motion 
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hiotion  of  the  limb  was  impaired. 
His  cafes,  however,  were  not  all  fero- 
fulous ; I think  two  of  them  only  were 
fo,  and  in  thefe  the  difeharge  was 
kept  up  for  a confiderable  time. 

The  irritation  and  the  ftrangury, 
occasioned  by  the  ufe  of  blifters,  intro- 
duced the  application  of  cauftics  ; 
which  treatment  will  be  more  particu- 
larly confidered,  when  we  fpeak  of  the 
efficacy  of  artificial  drains. 

A variety  exifts  in  point  of  fymp- 
toms  in  thofe  white-fwellings  which 
owe  their  origin  to  a morbid  ftate  of 
the  cavity  of  the  joint.  In  the  one, 
the  complaint  is  How  in  its  progrefs 
to  inflammation  and  Suppuration,  and 
produces  at  firft;  but  flight  uneafinefs ; 
while  the  other  is  attended  with  very 
Severe  pain,  previous  to  the  appearance 
of  any  Swelling. 

The  firft  of  thefe  conftitutes  as  does 

the 
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the  fpina  ventofa,  the  true  fcrofulous 
joint,  and  the  fufferings  of  the  patient 
are  fo  flight,  that  the  fwelling  of  the 
joint  is  often  the  firft  circumftance 
which  excites  attention.  The  fkin  is 
peculiarly  pallid,  and  when  the  inte- 
guments are  pinched  up,  they  will  be 
found  thickened,  though  not  in  the 
leaft  cedematous.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  in  this  indolent  fort  of  white-fwel- 
ling,  the  bones  fometimes  will  become 
carious,  and  the  ligaments  difeafed; 
and  all  this  is  accomplifhed  with  lefs 
uneafinefs  confiderably  to  the  patients, 
than  what  occurs  in  the  white-fwel- 
ling  which  commences  with  violent 
pain  ; and  befides,  the  health  is  not  fo 
materially  hurt  as  might  be  fuppofed : 
but  as  the  complaint  makes  further 
progrefs,  the  joint  becomes  moreconfi- 
derably  diftended,  a fluctuation  of  fluid 
j:  is  more  evidently  to  be  perceived,  and 


F 


( 34  ) 

the  diflention  of  the  joint  increaflng, 
inflammation  and  fuppuration  occur. 
It  is  at  this  time  when  the  patient’s 
health  is  in  the  greateft  hazard,  and 
fuffers  more  rapidly  than  at  any  other 
period  of  the  complaint.  The  pain 
which  is  firfl:  obferved  is  always  with- 
in the  joint,  and  the  integuments  and 
tendinous  parts  fuffer  in  confequence 
of  the  articulation  being  affeded. 

The  elafticity  which  writers  men- 
tion, as  perceptible  to  the  touch, 
on  examination,  is  very  flmilar  to  the 
fenfation  that  deep-feated  abfcefles 
give,  or  what  might  be  expe&ed  from 
feeling  a fluid  through  parts  which 
are  in  a difeafed  and  thickened  ftate. 
Thefe  parts  are  fometimes  much 
diftended  by  the  fluid  which  is  ef- 
fufed,  and  the  whole  joint  feels  fo  hard 
and  tenfe,  that  the  cafe  might  eafily  be 
miftaken  for  a mere  enlargement  of 
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bone:  inafmuch  as  the  leaft  fluctu- 
ation is  not  to  be  felt.  I have  re- 
peatedly feen  an  artificial  purulent 
difeharge,  continued  for  a very  lhort 
time,  fo  effectually  relieve  the  parts 
from  their  diftended  ftate,  as  entirely 
to  remove  the  delufion. 

If  the  complaint  be  fuffered  to  take 
its  ufual  progrefs,  the  ligaments  will 
be  deftroyed,  the  articulating  furfaces 
of  the  bones  eroded,  and  the  patient 
will  die  heftic,  from  the  irritation  and 
great  difeharge  arifing  from  the  re- 
peated fuppurations  which  always 
attend  the  latter  ftage  of  white-fwel- 
ling. 

Suppuration  occurring  in  white- 
fwelling,  if  confined  to  parts  ex- 
terior to  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  now 
and  then  affords  relief,  arrefts  the  pro- 
grefs of  the  difeafe,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  effeCts  a cure. 
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I wifh  I could  fay  that  this  mode 
of  termination  was  the  general  confe- 
quence  of  fuppuration,  but  the  re- 
verfe  is  almoft  always  the  cafe  : For 

when  the  difeafe  is  approaching  to  this 
ftate,  the  patient’ s health  begins  to 
fuffer,  and  the  degree  of  danger  is 
rendered  more  imminent  by  different 
abfeeffes  forming,  the  irritation  and 
difeharge  of  which,  independent  of 
the  mifehief  that  .is  occafioned  to  the 
integuments,  and  other  parts  of  the 
joint,  by  extenfive  ulceration,  has 
fometimes  rendered  it  neceffary  that 
the  patient  fhould  fubmit  to  ampu- 
tation. 

I have  taken  every  opportunity  to 
inform  my  fell  as  to  the  propriety  of 
opening  the  different  abfeeffes  which 
occur  in  this  difeafe,  and  am  fatisfied 
that  fuch  a practice  is  fo  far  from  being 
productive  of  advantage,  that  it  has 
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greatly  increafed  the  inflammation, 
and  extended  the  floughing  of  the 
foft  pari  5 . In  feme  inftances,  it  has 
procuced  ulcers  oi  he  phagedenic 
kind,  whflft  in  others,  difeafed  fun- 
guffes  have  fprung  up. 

Dilatation  of  the  openings  fpontane- 
oufly  formed,  has  been  recommended, 
with  a view  to  expofe  caries,  and  facili- -j 
tate  the  exfoliation  of  the  difeafedbone : 
but  fhould  the  inuodu&ion  of  a probe 
into  any  of  thefe  fores  difeover  the 
bone  to  be  affedled,  it  has  feemed 
good  pra&ice,  under  fuch  circijm- 
ftances,  to  forbear  the  ufe  of  the  cauf- 
tic  or  knife,  and  not  as  Mr.  Brom- 
field  has  dire&ed,  to  enlarge  them ; as 
he  himfelf  fays,  the  carious  part  will 
crumble  away  infenflbly,  and  be  dif- 
charged  with  the  matter. 

When  ulcers  have  been  produced 
of  the  ill-conditioned  kind  juft  men- 
tioned. 
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tioned,  there  has  exifted  for  a length 
of  time  a morbid  ftate  of  the  foft 
parts,  and  that  to  a greater  extent 
than  often  would  be  expe&ed  from 
the  appearance  of  the  fkin. 

Even  where  ulceration  has  happen- 
ed in  an  early  ftage  of  white-fwelling, 
though  the  fores  are  certainly  not  of 
that  malignant  nature  juft  defcribed, 
yet  from  their  number  (for  as  foon 
as  one  heals,  another  breaks  out) 
they  will  conftitute  a more  extenfive 
difeafe  of  the  integuments,  than  may 
have  been  imagined;  and  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  cellular  membrane 
being deftroyed,  will  render  the  healing 
of  them  very  difficult  : they  fometimes 
indeed,  do  heal,  but  then  they  ge- 
nerally break  out  again,  or  frefh  ul- 
cerations are  formed  in  parts  contigu- 
ous to  the  former. 

Pra&ice,  and  not  hypothefis,  inclines 


me 
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me  to  condemn  the  dilatation  of  the 
fores  which  are  produced  in  this  com- 
plaint ; for  till  I was  fatisfied  of  the  in- 
convenience which  occurs  from  the  ufe 
of  the  knife,  I was  in  the  habit  of  lay- 
ing them  open.  I can  mention  more 
than  one  or  two  cafes,  where  fungus 
arofe  after  extenfive  openings  had 
been  made ; and  the  fame  effect  I have 
known  to  occur  in  abfcefies,  which 
have  burft  with  a confiderable  flough- 
ing  of  the  fkin. 

Extenfive  inflammation  has  alfo 
followed  the  ufe  of  the  knife  under  the 
above-mentioned  circumftances,  and 
from  fome  cafes  I fhall  feled:  the  fol- 
lowing inftance  of  the  ill  efte&s  of 
fuch  operation.  A patient  had  a white- 
fwelling  of  the  knee,  in  which  a great 
number  of  fores  formed,  matter  was 
confined  in  them,  and  they  were 
found  by  the  probe  to  communicate 

with 


with  each  other  ; 1 was  in  hopes  that  by 
dilating  the  mold  dependent  to  an  ex- 
tent of  not  more  than  half  an  inch,  I 
fhould  be  able  to  afford  a complete 
difcharge  to  the  matter  ; this  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  on  feeing  the  pa- 
tient the  day  following,  I found  him 
very  feverifh ; he  complained  of  violent 
pain  over  the  whole  knee,  and  within 
the  joint,  which  was  prodigioufly  en- 
larged by  the  fuppuration  which  had 
fupervened.  The  irritation  and  the 
great  difcharge,  only  for  a few  days, 
had  fo  reduced  him,  that  amputation 
was  propofed,  as  the  only  means  of 
laving  his  life,  to  which  he  would 
not  fu bruit,  and  within  three  weeks 
died,  hedtic. 

It  would  feem  that  the  opening 
alone  occafioned  thefe  evils,  by  induc- 
ing irritation  on  parts  in  a ftate  of 

4 difeafe, 
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difeafe,  and  thereby  augmenting  ra- 
ther than  alleviating  the  diforder. 

Patients  do  not  fometimes  apply 
for  furgical  relief  till  fuppuration  has 
advanced  ; and  then  it  is  generally  en- 
couraged by  the  application  of  warm 
fomentations  and  poultices,  from  a 
notion  (as  I fuppofe)  that  it  is  impro- 
bable that  difcuflion  can  be  obtained 
under  fuch  circumftances.  But  I have 
repeatedly  fucceeded  in  effecting  the 
abforption  of  a fluid,  which  I had 
previoufly  afcertained  in  my  own 
mind  to  be  pus,  from  every  attending 
circumftance,  fuch  as  the  appearance 
of  thefkin,  the  degree  of  pain  endured, 
and  particularly  when  the  part  was 
examined,  together  with  the  general 
ftate  of  the  patient’s  health. 

Though  the  complaint  has  fome- 
times been  cured  by  the  occurrence 
of  abfcefs  in  parts  exterior  to  the 
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joint,  yet  the  fituation  of  thp  pa- 
tients has  been  rendered  very  hazard- 
ous, for  it  is  a great  inftance  of  good 
fortune,  if  they  are  not  deftroyed  by 
the  irritation  and  drain  of  thefe  fores ; 
and  I have  feeti  the  removal  of  the 
limb  become  a neceffary  confequence 
of  fuch  external  abfceffes. 

The  circumftance  that  white- fwel- 
lings  do  occafionally  recover  in  the  fup- 
purative  ftage  of  the  diforder,  has  often 
given  credit  to  remedies  of  no  avail. 
For,  if  the  patient  fliould  poffefs 
ftrength  fufficient  to  fupport  him  un- 
der the  difcharge,  the  laft  application, 
as  well  as  the  laft  practitioner  who  at- 
tended, will  appear  to  have  the  merit  of 
curing  the  difeafe,  the  patient  not  being 
apprifed  that  this  is  fometimes  effected 
by  the  fpontaneous  formation  of  abfcefs. 

No  furgeon  pofleffing  humanity, 
or  judgment  in  his  profeflion,  would, 
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in  a cafe  of  curvature  of  fpine,  arifing 
from  a difeafed  date  of  the  vertebrae, 
recommend  his  patient  to  wait  for 
the  appearance  of  lumbar  abfcefs, 
becaufe,  once  in  a way,  a cure  has 
been  obtained;  but  would  immedi- 
ately advife  the  cauftics,  from  a con- 
viction that  it  is  almoft  a certainty, 
that,  even  if  fuch  abfcefs  fhould  take 
place,  his  patient  would  be  drained  to 
death,  in  confequence  of  the  great  and 
long-continued  difcharge. 

And  though  it  has  been  obferved, 
that  where  fuppuration  has  taken 
place,  and  an  external  abfcefs  been 
formed,  in  the  early  ftage  of  white- 
fwelling,  a final  cure  has  occafionally 
followed  ; it  fhould  neverthelefs  be  re- 
membered, that  this  abfcefs  had  no 
connection  with  the  cavity  of  the 
joint,  for  if  it  had,  the  chance  of  the 
patient’s  recovery  would  have  been 
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extremely  precarious;  and  where  it 
happens  that  the  complaint  has  pro- 
ceded  fo  far  as  thoroughly  to  diforder 
every  part  connected  with  the  joint,  in 
that  cafe,  the  formation  of  abfcefs  be- 
comes an  unfortunate  occurrence,  as 
tending  to  increafe  the  complaint,  and 
exhauft  the  patient. 

It  is  now  more  than  four  years 
fince  I recommended  the  cauftic  to  be 
applied  on  the  integuments  covering 
the  difeafed  joint,  from  an  opinion, 
that  iflues  would  prove  more  effectual, 
the  nearer  they  were  made  to  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe. 

I then  ftated , that  this  opinion  had 
fomething  more  than  probable  conjec- 
ture to  recommend  itfelf,  and,  indeed, 
fubfequent  experience  has  fully  con- 
firmed me  in  the  belief,  that  the  fail- 
ure of  the  cauftic  in  difeafed  joints, 

was 
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was  not  owing,  according  to  Dr.  Auf- 
tin*,  to  the  diftance  of  the  part  affedt- 
cd  from  the  trunk,  but  from  the  dis- 
charge not  being  procured  fo  near  the 
complaint  as  might  be  effe&ed : how- 
ever, the  reader  will  of  courfe  form 
his  own  opinion  from  the  comparative 
fuccefs  attending  the  more  diilant,  or 
clofer  application  of  the  remedy. 

The  mode  I firft  purfued  in  main- 
taining an  artificial  drain  in  thefe  cafes, 
was,  by  making  a large  efchar,  of  a cir- 
cular form,  on  each  fide  of  the  joint, 
and  keeping  the  fores  open  by  a layer 
of  fponge  dipped  in  the  emplajlrum 
cerce  compojitum , of  the  fame  fhape 
as  the  fores,  but  of  a fize  rather  lefs,  fo 
as  to  allow  fufficient  room  for  the 
granulations  at  the  edges  to  rife  above 
the  furface  of  the  plaftered  fponge, 

* Pott’s  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  498,  Earle’s  edit. 

which 
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which  was  further  fecured  in  its  place 
by  crofs  flips  of  adheftve  plafter,  and 
the  afiiftance  of  a roller. 

Though  this  method  has  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  cure  of  confirmed  white - 
fwellings,  fome  of  which  were  at- 
tended with  caries,  yet  the  applica- 
tion of  the  cauftic  is  frequently  ha- 
zardous, from  the  thinnefs  of  the  inte- 
guments in  fome  cafes;  for  inftances 
have  occurred  where  the  cauftic  has  pe- 
netrated fo  far  as  to  produce  a flough- 
ing  of  the  tendinous  expanfion  of  the 
mufcles ; but  the  furgeon  may  avoid  in- 
juring the  ligaments  of  the  joint,  by 
making  the  efcharsat  a diftancefuffici- 
ently  remote,  as  he  can  afterwards  fhift 
the  fore  higher  or  lower,  more  on  one 
fide  or  the  other,  by  preffmg  the  fponge 
again  ft  its  edge  in  the  dire&ion  of  that 
part  from  whence  he  may  wifh  to 
procure  a difcharge.  Notwithftanding 

3 the 
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the  fuccefs  which  attendedthe  appli- 
cation of  the  cauftic,  yet  thefe  incon- 
veniences as  well  as  the  very  minute 
attention  it  requires,  made  me  appre- 
henfi  ve  that  it  would  never  be  gene- 
rally adopted.  I was  of  courfe  led  to 
the  trial  of  different  efcharotic  applica- 
tions, in  the  form  of  ointment ; amongfi: 
others,  I was  induced  from  obferving 
the  effedts  of  powdered  favine  in  the  re- 
moval of  verruca,  to  try  it  alfo.  Some 
of  the  powder  was  firft  mixed  with 
white  cerate,  and  applied  as  a drefiing 
to  a part  that  had  been  bliftered  ; but 
the  ointment  ran  off,  leaving  the  pow- 
der dry  upon  the  fore,  and  no  effedt 
was  produced.  I next  infpiffated  a 
decodtion  of  favine,  and  mixed  the  ex- 
tract with  the  ointment,  which  fuc- 
ceeded  better,  for  it  produced  a great 
and  permanent  difcharge:  and  at  lafl, 
after  various  trials,  I was  led  to  pre^ 

fer 
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fer  a preparation  analagous  to  the  un - 
guentum  fambuci,  P«  L.  and  give  the 
following  formula,  as  anfwering  every 
purpofe  which  my  wifhes  could  have 

CERATUM  SABINA. 

R Sabin# , recentis  contufee. 

Cer#  flaw#)  fmgularum , libram 
imam. 

Adipis  fuill# , libras  quatuor. 

Adipe  et  cerd  liqnefaElis  incoque 
fab  mam  et  cola*.  *• 

I have  made  many  experiments 
refpedting  this  cerate,  and  at  one 
time  imagined,  that  its  preparation 
in  a copper  veffel  might  have  in- 
fluenced its  effedt.  Its  deep  green  co- 
lour does  appear  to  depend  upon  this 

* I am  obliged  to  Mr.  Coxwell,  Chemift,  of  Temple- 
Bar,  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  in  the  preparation  of  this 
cerate,  and  I have  uniformly  found  that  which  is  prepared 
by  him,  to  be  preferable  to  any  I have  met  with  elfevvhere. 

circumftance; 
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circumftance  ; for  where  it  is  pre- 
pared in  tin  vefiels,  it  is  of  a much 
paler  green  tinge,  nearly  approaching 
to  a yellow,  but  its  effedt  is  the  fame. 
The  prefence  of  a fmall  quantity  of 
copper,  in  an  external  application, 
cannot  be  of  any  confequence,  and 
in  this  cafe,  notwithftanding  the  mo- 
dification of  its  colour,  the  quantity  is 
fo  fmall  as  not  to  be  difcoverable  by 
any  chemical  teft. 

The  ceratum  fibinse  has  been  tried 
very  largely  in  the  medical  pradtice  of 
a large  hofpital,  for  the  production  of 
permanent  difeharges,  and  it  is  pre- 
ferable in  this  view  to  the  unguentum 
cantharidis,  becaufe  it  produces  no 
Strangury,  and  becaufe  the  quantity  of 
difeharge  is  much  greater.  There  are 
fame  particular  constitutions  where  its 
ufe  is  attended  with  great  irritation, 
and  when  fuch  occur  it  Should  be  low- 

h ered 
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ered  by  the  addition  of  unguentum 
ceras. 

It  is  to  be  underfiood  that  a blifter 
is  to  be  previoufly  applied  over  the 
anterior  and  lateral  parts  of  the  joint, 
and  when  the  cuticle  is  removed,  the 
fore  is  to  be  dreffed  with  the  ceratum 
fabince,  taking  care  at  every  dreffing, 
to  keep  the  part  clean. 

Simplicity  attending  any  mode  of 
treatment,  mu  ft  certainly  be  confi- 
dered  as  a recommendation  in  its  fa- 
vour ; and  I have  not,  known  this 
method  of  maintaining  a drain  in  the 
lead  inferior  to  that  by  the  cauftic, 
and  from  its  fuccefs,  it  has  feemed  to 
me  to  merit  a preference,  particularly 
in  thofe  cafes  where  the  difeafe  in  the 
joint  is  more  extenbve,  of  courfe  the 
pain  and  Swelling  more  diffufive,  for 
the  cauftic  cannot  be  well  applied  to 
a Surface  fo  large  as  from  experience 

feems 
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feems  requifite  for  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  a cure. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  kind  of  treat- 
ment is  always  proportionate  to  the 
quantity  of  difcharge  which  is  pro- 
cured, and  not  the  depth  of  furface  from 
whence  it  is  derived.  The  ingenuity 
of  furgeons  has  been  employed,  to  ex- 
plain in  what  manner  the  cauftics  are 
beneficial  in  complaints  of  this  nature, 
one  imagining  it  is  the  irritation, 
another  the  difcharge,  and  fome  in  or- 
der, as  they  think  to  be  nearer  the 
truth,  have  fuppofed  the  efficacy  to 
exift  in  both. 

A difference  of  opinion,  when  it 
does  not  influence  us  in  the  treatment 
of  a difeafe,  cannot  be  produ&ive  of 
harm,  and  therefore  1 fliould  have 
contented  myfelf,  in  merely  bringing 
forward  cafes  to  prove  the  efficacy  of 
the  practice  I vvifli  to  recommend ; 

but 
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but  when  the  contrary  appears,  and 
the  feelings  as  well  as  the  recovery  of 
the  patient,  are  involved  in  a theore- 
tical controverfy,  the  difference  of 
opinion  then  becomes  fericus,  and 
fhould  be  determined  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible ; but  this  can  be  effected  only  by 
the  criterion  of  pra&ical  experience. 

It  may  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  ir- 
ritation which  immediately  attends 
the  cauftic,  that  it  is  fometimes  effec- 
tual (for  it  is  not  uniformly  fo)  in 
reducing  the  fvvelling  and  confe- 
quently  mitigating  the  pain ; but 
thefe  are  only  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
and  not  the  difeafe  itfelf ; and  we  have 
not  (as  I know  of)  a fmgle  inftance 
of  a confirmed  white-dwelling  being 
cured  by  the  mere  effed  of  irritation, 
and  thofe  cafes  in  which  it  feemed  to 
me  to  produce  any  effed,  the  joint 
was  in  a date  ol  a great  tenfion,  and 

further 
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further  than  this  the  complaint  did 
not  receive  any  amendment  until  an 
abiolute  drain  had  been  eftablifhed 
for  fome  time. 

Mr.  Pott  attributed  the  fuccefs  of 
the  cauftic  to  the  difcharge,  and  I am 
confirmed  in  that  opinion  irom  fubfe- 
quent  experience  ; and  it  appears  to 
me  very  doubtful  txsg:  the  greateft  ad- 
vocate for  irritation,  has  ever  known 
it  capable  of  arrefting  the  progrefs  of 
caries,  healing  fores,  difpcrflng  ab- 
fcefies  and  collections  of  fluid,  which 
are  attendant  on  white- fwellinp : but 

O 

that  fuch  effedls  do  refult  from  the 
kind  of  treatment  we  have  been  re- 
commending, is  beyond  all  doubt ; but 
the  reader,  I truft,  will  be  able  to  fa- 
tisfy  himfelf  with  refpedl  to  this  point, 
by  a perufal  of  cafes  which  are  brought 
forward,  not  with  a view  of  fupport- 
ing  this  or  that  particular  opinion,  but 

merely 
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merely  to  record  a plain  matter  of  fad : 
viz.  that  white-fwellings  of  the  joints 
have  recovered  after  making  a fore 
furface,  and  procuring  from  thence 
a conhderable  permanent  difcharge. 

It  has  frequently  happened  to  re- 
medies which  have  been  recommended 
in  particular  complaints,  that  their 
application  has  been  too  general,  and 
that  their  powers  have  been  eflimated 
from  their  effed  in  cafes  by  no  means 
analogous  to  thofe  for  which  it  was 
originally  intended  ; in  this  way  many 
an  ufeful  medicine  has  loft  its  credit, 
and  funk  into  oblivion. 

I fhould  be  forry  to  be  underftood 
as  either  making  in  my  own  pradice, 
or  recommending  to  others,  an  indif- 
criminate  ufe  of  any  particular  remedy ; 
but  I truft  that  the  relation  the  feve-  ^ 
ral  cafes  bear  to  the  difeafe  of  which 
it  was  my  more  immediate  objed  to 

treat, 
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treat,  will  preclude  the  pofllbility  of 
fuch  an  imputation. 

From  having  obferved  the  effed  of 
artificial  drains  in  difcufiing  feveral 
colledions  of  fluid  and  even  abfcefies, 
generally  attending  white- fwelling,  one 
naturally  would  be  led  to  the  trial 
ol  the  fame  treatment  in  fimilar  com- 
plaints, when  feated  in  other  parts  of 
the  body. 

The  firfl  opportunity  that  offered, 
wras  a cafe  of  a very  large  lumbar 
abfcefs,  this  patient  was  of  a ftrumous 
habit,  about  forty  years  sga,  and  when 
a boy  had  a difeafed  hip,  which  re- 
covered in  the  fuppurative  ftage  of 
that  diforder ; he  applied  to  me  on  ac- 
count of  a large  lumbar  abfcefs;  and 
n the  moft  prominent  part , the  fkin 
was  thin  and  inflamed.  He  was  very 
weak  and  feverifh,  and  was  troubled 
with  night  fweatj;  flufhings,  lofs  of  ap- 
petite, 
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petite,  and  cough.  In  this  ftate,  I was 
apprthenfive,  if  the  abfeefs  bur  ft,  or  was 
opened,  he  would  fink  under  the  dif- 
charge,  and  there' ore  a blifter  was  made 
to  cover  the  whole  fivelling,  and  when 
removed,  the  cuticle  was  taken  oft, 
and  the  part  every  day  regularly  dreff- 
ed  with  the  ceratum  fabinte ; notwith- 
ftanding  the  great  difeharge  which  was 

O O O 

produced,  fo  far  from  his  becoming 
weaker,  ftrength  was  gradually  re- 
gained ; the  pain  within  the  fivelling 
was  confidently  mitigated,  and  alter 
a fhort  time  there  followed  a very 
perceptible  reaufticn  of  the  tumour  ; 
and  by  fubmitting  to  this  treatment 
for  nearly  the  fpace  of  a year,  he  com- 
pletely recovered  ; and  fince  has  en- 
joyed a per  left;  ftate  of  health.  vT  That 

* This  method  ha?  fucceeded  in  alfo  removing  two  large 
deep-feated  abfeefles  in  the  ham,  in  patients  who  were  fero- 
fulous ; and  two  other  cafes  of  impoRhumes  in  the  leor  and 
foot  belides. 

* 
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part  of  the  fwelling  where  the  fkin 
was  thin  and  inflamed,  at  laft  ul- 
cerated,  but  no  matter  efcaped,  nor  did 
the  introduction  of  a probe  into  the 
fore  lead  to  any  cavity. 

I have  alfo  difperfed  in  this  way, 
feveral  abfceffes  of  the  glands  of  the 
neck,  and  three  very  large  fcrofulous 
buboes,  where  the  fwellings  were  com- 
pofed  of  diftinCt  glands,  which  were 
connected  to  each  other  by  interven- 
ing fubftances. 

Thefe  laft  cafes  prove  very  tedious, 
and  the  patient  fuffers  much  from  the 
repeated  fuppurations,  which,  in  fome 
inftances  fucceed  each  other,  for  a 
fpace  of  more  than  fix  months,  and 
even  then  the  part  has  fom£tiines 
been  left  in  a ftate  of  hardnefs ; and 
when  that  happens,  fcrofulous  ulcers 
are  very  liable  to  break  out  again,  m 
or'frefh  collections  of  matter  to  form. 

i Obferving 
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Obferving  that  when  this  circuni- 
ftance  occurred,  the  fores  uniform- 
ly  healed  with  induration,  I was 
induced  to  keep  them  open,  either 
by  an  occafional  touch  of  the  lunar 
cauftic,  or  a folution  of  it  in  wa- 
ter, till  all  hardnefs  was  removed, 
and  I think  I have  alfo  feen  fome 
effedl  from  a mercurial  drefiing* 
in  increafing  the  difcharge,  and  not 
only  amending  the  flate  of  the  fore, 
but  caufing  the  edges  of  the  ulcers 
to  foften  down. 

Much  may  be  expected  from  artifici- 
al drains  in  thofe  depofitions  of  matter 


* The  precipitate  by  pure  ammonia,  from  a folution  of 
mercury,  in  diluted  nitrous  acid,  made  in  a low  temperature, 
and  applied  moift,  the  fuperabundant  ammonia  being  pro 

anfwer  fo  well  as  whilft  it  retained  its  moifture,  fo  as  to 
polT  fs  about  the  confidence  of  cream.  It  was  firft  pro- 
pofed  to  me  by  Mr.  Haflam,  of  Bethlem  Hofpital,  as  an 
application  to  venereal  fores,  or  any  kind  of  ulcer,  in  which 
the  e*ternal  ufe  of  mercury  might  be  thought  advifcable,  and 
from  my  own  experience  I can  recommend  it  in  fuch  ca-sfe 


jufly  .wafh,ed  away  by  difiilled  water. 

Thi^pecipitate,  after  drying,  has  not  appeared  to  me  to 


which 
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which  fucceed  fever,  {mall-pox,  &c. 
and  are  called  critical  abfceffes ; and 
the  following  cafe  will  fhow  that  they 
are  attended  with  much  danger,  which 
probably  might  thus  be  obviated. 

A lad  about  ten  years  of  age,  of  a 
fcrofulous  habit,  was  fuddenly  feized 
with  a pain  in  his  knee,  and  up  the 
whole  limb  ; he  afterwards  became 
very  feverifh,  and  when  I faw  him  the 
whole  thigh  was  loaded  with  matter, 
which  I let  out  by  a fmall  opening, 
but  this  afforded  no  relief  to  the  dif- 
eafed  joint,  and  in  a few  weeks  he  died, 
heCtic,  from  the  very  great  difcharge. 

It  is  impofilble  to  afcertain  with 
precifion  what  degree  of  benefit  might 
have  accrued  in  this  cafe  from  an  arti- 
ficial drain ; but  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  my  expectations  of  advantage 
are  not  inconfiderable  from  the  great 
good  derived  from  that  treatment  in 

i 2 the 
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the  analogous  inftances  I am  about  to 
mention. 

I was  defired  to  vifit  a man,  who, 

v?  ...  •<>.-»  I Ci  - • r h r **•*  - - - s 

after  a fever,  which  appeared  from  the 
account  given  of  him  to  have  been  ty- 
phus, was  afflicted  with  a large  abfcefs, 
occupying  one  fide  of  his  face,  and 
extending  below  the  jaw ; it  was  pain- 
ful, particularly  to  the  touch,  and  the 
ildn  was  in  one  part  reddened.  Af- 
ter a difcharge  had  been  kept  up  for 
three  weeks,  the  whole  tumour  dif- 

J * ^ . - * • ' t * * 

perfed,  and  he  got  perfectly  well. 

The  opening  of  fcrofulous  abfcefles 
in  general,  when  attended  with  cir- 
cumfcribed  hardnefs,  has  been  found 

f 7 

to  be  productive  of  harm  ; for  thefe  re- 
quire, after  artificial  opening,  a longer 
time  to  recover  than  when  they  are 
permitted  to  burft  of  themfelves ; but 
an  aperture  is  indifpenfably  neceffary 
in  thofe  collections  of  matter  which 
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cannot  be  difcufled,  and  are  attended 
with  no  furrounding  hardnefs  *,  for 
here,  if  the  matter  be  not  let  out,  it 
will  often  diffufe  itfelf  into  the  cellu- 
lar membrane,  and  caufe  a number  of 
extenfive  finufes. 

After  the  burfting  or  laying  open 
thefe  impofthumes,  the  fore  has  fome- 
times  become  phagedenic,  though  in- 
deed this  term  will  convey  but  an  im- 
perfect  idea  of  that  ftate  of  fore  I wifh 
to  defcribe : the  true  phagedenic  ul- 
cer, according  to  my  opinion  and  ob- 
fervation,  wears  rather  a cancerous  ap- 
pearance, it  enlarges  rapidly,  has  in- 
verted edges,  is  irregular  in  its  figure, 
and  is  fome times  attended  with  fungus ; 
but  the  patient  does  not  feel  thofe  lan- 
cinating pains,  nor  does  he  complain 
of  uneafinefs  when  the  part  is  drefled, 
nor  is  the  fore  fubjed  to  bleeding,  as 
is  the  cafe  in  cancerous  ulcers;  in- 
* deed 
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deed  but  for  fuch  diftin&ions,  and 
more  particularly  from  thefe  com- 
plaints having  recovered,  they  cer- 
tainly might  be  miftaken  for  can- 
cerous. 

I have  feen  fix  of  thefe  cafes  in  the 
groin,  two  of  them  were  patients  af- 
flicted with  the  venereal  difeafe,  the 
others  were  fcrofulous : mercury  given 
in  the  firft  inftance,  to  thofe  who  were 
venereally  afFeCted,  tended  to  enlarge 
the  fore,  though  it  afterwards  became 
necefiary  to  complete  the  cure. 

In  thefe  complaints,  lint  dipped 
in  tar,  had  an  excellent  effeCt  in 
checking  the  farther  progrefs  of  the 
fore,  and  difpofing  it  to  fuppurate 
kindly;  but  the  application  of  forrel 
fucceeded  in  two  inftances  where  the 
tar  and  carrot  poultices,  with  fpiritu- 
ous  fomentations,  had  failed. 

I fhall  relate  the  cafes  of  thefe  fores, 


as 
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as  accurately  as  my  recolledtion  ferves, 
becaufe  their  appearances  were  pecu- 
liar and  ftriking. 

A boy,  about  fifteen,  had  a large 
fcrofulous  abfcefs  in  the  fore  part  of 
his  thigh,  which  burft,  and  as  the  na- 
tural opening  was  infufficient  for  let- 
ting out  the  matter,  I enlarged  it  with 
the  probe-pointed  biftory ; the  next 
morning,  the  whole  fore  had  become 
one  continued  Hough,  and  was  with- 
out any  furrounding  hardnefs ; the  mif- 
chief  went  on  rapidly  fpreading,  not- 
withftanding  a very  liberal  ufe  of  the 
bark  internally,  and  was  not  arrefted 
till  bruifed  forrel-leaves  were  applied*. 

* My  idea  of  making  this  application  was  fuggefted  by  the 
fuccefs  dated  by  Dr.  Beddoes  to  have  followed  the  ufe  of  a 
fimilar  plant  in  fome  cafes  of  fcrofulous  ulcerations.  His  tef- 
timony  is  in  favour  of  the  wood-forrel  ( Cxulis  aeeiofella ) which 
I could  not  readily  procure,  and  therefore  fubftituted  for  it  the 
common  wood-forrel  ( Runtx  acetoja ) ; but  it  is  probable,  from 
the  larger  relative  proportion  of  oxalic  acid  contained  in  the 
former  plant,  that  it  may  be  fuperior  in  its  powers  to  the 
latter. 
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A little  girl,  about  fix  years  of  age, 
was  brought  to  me  on  account  of  a fcro- 
fulous  abfcefs  feated  on  the  ulna,  which 
burft,  and  produced  a fore  exa&ly  of 
the  defcription  of  the  preceding  one. 
The  child  differed  much  from  the 
pain,  and  therefore  a folution  of 
one  grain  of  opium  v/as  given  daily, 
and  as  much  bark  as  the  ftomach 
could  bear.  Notwithftanding  tar  and 
other  applications  were  ufed,  the  fore 
continued  to  fpread,  and  I determined 
upon  trying  the  forrel,  intending,  if 
this  fhould  fail  in  checking  the  dif- 
pofition  to  dough,  to  make  an  ef- 
charotic  application;  this  however 
was  unneceffary,  for  the  forrel  foon 
gave  a healthy  appearance  to  the  fore 
which  continued  during  its  ufe; 
and  when  it  was  afterwards  dreffed 

with  lint  and  calamine  cerate,  it  de- 

■ 

generated  into  its  former  doughy 

date, 
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ftate,  which  was  again  removed  by  the 
application  of  the  forrel,  and  was  at 
laft  totally  healed  by  it. 

Although  a purulent  drain,  artifi- 
cially excited,  ought  not  perhaps  to 
be  efteemed  a conftitutional  remedy, 
merely  from  an  improvement  taking 
place  in  the  patient’s  health,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  amendment  occurring 
in  a local  difeafe;  yet  certainly  it 
eftablifhes  a claim  of  that  nature, 
when  we  find  other  modifications  of 
the  fame  difeafe,  exifting  at  the  fame 
time,  and  in  the  fame  patient,  re- 
moved by  a treatment  adopted  only 
with  a view  to  the  relief  of  a local 
complaint.  However,  as  facft  is  at 
all  times  preferable  to  theory,  I fhall 
relate  fome  inftances  inclining  me  to 
the  opinion  that  an  artificial  drain, 
in  cafes  of  fcrofula,  is  in  itfelf  a con- 
ftitutional remedy. 


K 
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‘ A young  lady,  about  ten  years  old, 
bad  a great  number  of  fcrofulous  ul- 
cers over  her  body,  befides  the  joints 
of  moft  of  her  fingers  much  enlarg- 
ed; her  mother  ftated,  that  the  child 
had  an  affection  of  her  cheft,  with 
cough,  difficulty  of  breathing,  night- 
fweats  and  fluffiings,  and  that  as  foon 
as  one  fore  healed,  another  broke  out. 

I informed  her  that  as  the  child  had 
tried  what  medicine  could  do,  I wifh- 
ed  that  fhe  might  fubmit  to  an  iffue 
only;  accordingly  I made  her  one  in 
the  arm,  and  kept  fome  of  the  fores 
difcharging  by  the  ceratum  fabince . It 
is  about  two  years  fince  her  firft  ap- 
plication to  . me  for  relief,  and  her 
mother  informs  me,  that  fhe  has  com- 
pletely recovered  of  her  complaints, 
excepting  that  fome  of  her  fingers  re- 
main rather  in  a contracted  ftate. 

The  glands  in  the  neck  of  a little 

boy, 
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boy,  of  about  three  years  old,  were 
fuppurated,  and  his  finger-joints  con- 
fiderably  enlarged.  A long  courfe 
of  medicine  had  afforded  him  no 
relief,  and  therefore  I recommended 
an  iffue  to  be  made  in  the  arm.  A f- 
ter  this  difeharge  had  been  kept  up 
for  three  months,  the  enlargement  of 
the  fingers  entirely  difappeared,  and 
the  complaint  in  the  neck  was  much 
amended. 

From  fome  of  the  annexed  cafes,  it 
will  appear,  that  the  general  habit  of 
the  patient  has  been  improved  by  the 
eftablifhment  of  a drain,  for  the  alle- 
viation of  a difeafed  joint ; and  that  it 
may  therefore  be  advantageoufly  em- 
ployed, as  a conftitutional  remedy.  I 
have  recorded  fome  inftances,  in 
which  a relapfe  did  occur  after  the 
fores  were  fuffered  to  heal,  and  the 
patient  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a re- 
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petition  of  the  fame  treatment ; but 
when  an  ifliie  has  been  kept  open 
in  any  part  of  the  body,  for  a confi- 
derable  length  of  time  after  the  cure 
of  the  local  difeafe,  no  fuch  accident 
has  occurred. 

CASE  I. 

I was  defined  to  vifit  a man, 
about  twenty-feven  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  afflicted  with  a white- 
fwelling  of  his  knee  for  more  than 
twelvemonths.  He  fuffered  great 
pain  within  the  articulation,  before 
the  joint  appeared  to  enlarge,  and  his 
cafe  was  treated  as  a rheumatifm  ; 
however,  inftead  of  receiving  benefit, 
he  gradually  grew  worfe,  and  was  ad- 
mitted into  an  hofpital,  where  he  was 
firft  falivated,  with  not  the  fmalleft 
advantage.  A blifter  was  alfo  applied 
to  the  joint,  and  repeated  every  other 
5 day, 
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day,  for  the  fpace  of  a fortnight.  He 
ftated,  that  this  method  procured 
him  confiderable  eafe,  with  fome  re- 
duction of  the  fwelling.  When  I 
faw  him,  he  was  in  a confirmed  ftate 
ot  heCtic;  had  been  troubled  with  ri- 
gours ; the  joint  was  much  enlarged, 
and  very  painful,  particularly  in  one 
part,  where  the  {kin  was  thin  and  in- 
flamed. Indeed,  both  from  the  ap- 
pearances and  the  examination,  I was 
fully  fatisfied  that  matter  had  formed. 
I advifed  him,  on  account  of  his 
health,  to  part  with  the  limb  ; but  he 
declined  the  operation,  telling  me  he 
quitted  the  hofpital,  as  nothing  far- 
ther was  propofed. 

I made  a large  efehar  on  each  fide 
of  the  joint,  by  rubbing  the  kali  pu- 
rum  on  the  part,  and  the  fores  were 
kept  difeharging,  by  means  of  pre- 
pared fponge. 


In 
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In  this  cafe,  no  eafe  was  derived 
from  the  ftimulus  of  the  cauftic  ; but 
after  the  fores  had  difcharged  freely 
for  fome  time,  his  pains  were  miti- 
gated, and  his  health  improved. 

The  previous  painful  ftate  of  the 
part,  prevented,  before,  a minute  ex- 
amination, which  would  have  afcer- 
tained  that  the  ends  of  the  bones  were 
deprived  of  their  cartilaginous  cover- 
ing,  by  the  grating  noife  that  was  oc- 
caiioned  upon  moving  the  joint.  By 
the  continuance  of  this  drain,  for 
nearly  eighteen  months,  his  knee  got 
perfectly  well ; its  motion  was  unim- 
paired, nor  was  the  grating  found  any 
longer  perceivable  upon  ufing  the 
joint. 

This  man  had  alfo  a fimilar  affec- 
tion of  his  ankle  joint,  attended  with 
ulcerations  and  extenfive  caries,  on 
which  account,  he  fubmitted  to  am- 
putation ; 
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putation ; and  though  the  knee  had 
remained  well  a twelvemonth,  and 
was  fo  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 
yet  it  was  confidered  right  to  am- 
putate above  it ; and  I very  much 
regret,  I had  not  the  opportunity  of 
examining  the  difeafed  parts. 

CASE  II. 

S.  G.  a child,  about  the  age  of  fe- 
ven,  had  an  indolent  white- fwelling, 
for  upwards  of  two  years ; the  whole 
joint  was  greatly  fwelled,  and  the  in- 
? ner  condyle  of  the  thigh-bone  ap- 
peared enlarged. 

She  appeared  to  be  very  confump- 
tive,  breathed  with  difficulty ; her 
{kin  was  yellow,  dry,  hot,  and  fcurfy; 
and  fhe  made  little,  and  fometimes  no 
water  in  the  courfe  of  the  day ; her 
belly  was  alfo  fwollen,  and  the  glands 
of  the  neck  enlarged.  In  confequence 

of 
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of  the  weak  ftate  the  child  was  in,  a 
fore  was  made  by  the  cauftic,  only 
on  the  infide  of  the  joint,  that  part 
being  moft  difeafed,  and  was  kept 
open  by  the  prepared  fponge,  and 
when  it  had  difcharged  only  a few 
weeks,  her  ikin  became  cool  and  per- 
fpirable  ; her  appetite  was  improved, 
and  her  breathing  relieved;  fhe  be- 
came eafy,  and  her  deep  was  uninter- 
rupted by  thofe  fpafms  of  the  aft'edted 
limb,  with  which  fhe  had  been  before 
troubled. 

In  every  refpedt  fhe  was  mending, 
until,  unfortunately,  fhe  caught  cold, 
by  fitting  at  the  window,  to  view  the 
flames  from  the  fire  at  Ratcliffe,  which 
imprudence  produced  a fever,  and  a 
large  deep-feated  abfeefs  formed  on 
the  outfide  of  the  knee.  Lafcertained 
that  the  fever  was  not  fymptomatic  of 
the  abfeefs,  but  that  the  abfeefs  de- 
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pended  on  the  fever,  from  the  mother's 
account,'  who  informed  me,  that  the 
child  had  for  two  days  been  very  fe- 
verifh,  before  any  alteration  in  the 
joint  took  place,  or  fhe  had  com- 
plained of  any  pain.  It  was  pretty 
certain,  that  if  the  abfcefs  had  burfted, 
or  been  opened,  the  child  would  pro- 
bably have  been  drained  to  death ; but 
the  joint  having  been  confiderably  re- 
duced in  lize  by  the  firft  application  of 
the  cauftic,  I was  tempted  to  apply  it 
again,  on  that  part  of  the  fkin  which 
immediately  covered  the  abfcefs,  tak- 
ing the  greateft  care  that  it  did  not 
penetrate  into  the  tumour.  After  the 
efehar  had  feparated,  and  the  fore  had 
difeharged  freely,  the  child  became 
caller,  and  the  abfcefs  gradually  dif- 
perfed.  The  iffues  were  kept  open,? 
firft  by  the  fponge,  and  afterwards 
by  the  favine  cerate,  for  upwards  of 
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two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  timfc 
fhe  was  in  every  refpect  healthy, 
and  the  joint  appeared  free  from  any 
difeafe,  though  there  remained  a flight 
enlargement  of  the  inner  condyle ; 
however,  probably  fhe  will  be  obliged 
to  wear  a lift  to  her  fhoe,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  contracted  ftate  of  the 
knee. 

CASE  III. 

•j  si 

S.  R.  a fcrofulous  child,  about 
feven  years  of  age,  was  brought  to 
me,  on  account  of  an  indolent  white- 
fwelling  affecting  the  knee,  which 
had  been  difeafed  above  two  years  ; 
the  whole  joint  was  much  tumefied, 
and  a fluctuation  was  to  be  felt  in  its 
anterior  and  lateral  parts.  Although 
the  child  did  not  feel  much  pain  when 
the  part  was  handled,  yet  fhe  ex- 
preffed  great  uneafinefs,  when  the 

joint 
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joint  was  moved.  The  integuments 
covering  the  part  appeared  puffy  and 
thickened,  though  not  in  the  leaft 
cedematous,  and  the  colour  of  the  fkin 
was  remarkably  pallid.  A fore  on 
each  fide  of  the  joint  was  made  by 
the  cauftic,  and  kept  open,  by  the 
prepared  fponge,  for  about  fix  months • 
This  child,  when  I firft  faw  her,  was 
certainly  confumptive,  but  her  health 
gradually  amended,  and  is  now  per- 
fedy  good,  and  her  joint  free  from 
any  difeafe.  I faw  her  lately  (up- 
wards of  two  years  fince  her  iffues  were 
healed)  and  {he  appeared  coriipletely 
well.  1 examined  the  knee,  and  it 
meafured  about  half  an  inch  more 
than  the  other,  which  is  owing  to  an 
enlargament  of  the  inner  condyle  of 
the  thigh  bone,  and  not  to  any  affec- 
tion of  the  foft  parts  covering  the  ar- 
ticulation. 
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CASE  IV. 

I.  G.  aged  nine  years,  of  a fcro- 
fulous  habit  (as  were  alfo  his  parents) 
had  laboured  under  a white-iwelling 
of  the  knee  for  above  two  years.  Be- 
fore half  of  that  time  had  elapfed,  an 
abfcefs  formed  above  the  joint;  for  a 
fhort  time,  he  feemed  relieved,  his 
knee  being  lefs  painful,  and  the  com- 
plaint at  a ftand. 

He  applied  to  me,  in  a ftate  of 
he£tic;  his  knee  meafured  twice  the 
fize  of  the  other,  he  felt  great  pain  in 
the  ends  of  the  bones,  and  within  the 
articulation,  and  there  was  a ^/very 
confiderable  quantity  of  fluid  to 
be  felt  over  the  whole  joint.  His 
parents  not  confenting  to  an  amputa- 
tion, the  cauftics  were  applied  on  each 
condyle,  and  the  fores  maintained  open 
by  the  fponge.  A copious  difcharge 
4 being 
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being  kept  up  for  the  fpace  of  a few 
weeks,  effected  a confiderable  amend- 
ment in  his  health,  and  fome  improve- 
ment took  place  alfo  as  to  the  joint, 
for  he  could  bear  it  to  be  handled  and 
moved  with  lefs  pain,  and  the  fwelling 
was  abated.  He  continued  getting  bet- 
ter, and  recovered  fowell,  as  to  be  able 
to  walk  every  day,  for  fix  months,  to 
my  houfe,  which  is  a full  mile  from  the 
place  of  his  abode ; during  which  time, 
his  health  was  remarkably  good,  and 
the  joint  appeared  free  from  difeafe, 
excepting  a degree  of  enlargement  in 
the  bone,  which,  however,  was  no  im- 
pediment to  its  action . 

As  he  was  one  day  returning  to  his 
father’s  houfe,  he  felt  fuddenly  a great 
pain  within  the  joint,  which  obliged 
him  to  be  carried  home,  and  in  a few 
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weeks  he  died  hedtic,  in  confequence 
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of  the  inflammation  and  fuppnration 
which  enfued. 

- A particular  examination  of  the 
joint  was  not  allowed ; but  an  inciflon 
into  it,  difcovered  the  ends  of  the 
bones  eroded  and  enlarged  ; and  I 
found,  by  introducing  my  finger 
into  an  opening,  caufed  by  the  dif- 
eafe,  in  the  thigh  bone,  that  its  cel- 
lular ftrudlure  was  deftroyed,  the 
ligaments  were  greatly  difeafed,  and 
the  capfular  ligament  was  alfo  perfo- 
rated in  one  part, 

CASE  V. 

I.  T.  a young  woman,  twenty 
years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  St. 
Clement’s  Workhoufe,  on  account  of 
an  indolent  white-fwelling,  fhe  had 
been  affli&ed  with,  for  above  a year 
and  a half.  The  joint  was  very  puffy, 
and  the  fkin  pallid,  though  not  cede- 

matous, 
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matous,  and  (he  felt  great  uneafmefs 
within  the  articulation,  which,  when 
moved,  the  bones  were  perceived  to 
grate.  She  had  been  in  a Hofpital, 
and  the  part  was  frequently  cupped, 
with  the  advantage  only  of  mitigating 
her  pain. 

Befides  the  complaint  of  her  knee, 
fhe  had  a violent  pain  in  her  fide, 
profufe  cold  fweats,  with  alternate 
heats,  and  an  entire  lofs  of  appetite 
and  deep.  She  felt  moft  of  her  pain 
within  the  joint,  between  the  bones, 
and  under  the  knee-pan,  through  to 
die  ham.  This  patient,  for  about  fix 
months,  fubmitted  to  the  fame  kind 
of  treatment  as  was  ufed  in  the  pre- 
ceding cafe,  to  which  fhe  owes  a com- 
plete recovery  of  her  health  and  joint. 
I have  feen  her  very  lately,  fhe  walks 
well,  and  there  was  not  the  lead:  grat- 
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ing'to  be  perceived,  or  indeed  any  ap- 
parent difeafe  about  the  joint. 

CASE  VL 

A little  girl  had  a fcrofulous  elbow, 
which  had  ulcerated,  and  the  bones 
were  heard  to  grate,  fhe  befides  la- 
boured under  ftrumous  ophthalmy, 
and  fwelling  of  the  glands  of  her  neck. 
The  cauftics  were  applied  on  each 
fide  of  the  joint,  taking  care  to  make 
the  efchars  fufficiently  remote  from 
the  fores,  which  the  difeafe  had  made. 
After  the  iffues  had  been  kept  open 
for  upwards  of  fix  months,  by  the 
fponge,  her  health  was  completely  re- 
ftored,  the  ulcers  healed,  the  complaint 
in  her  neck  and  '€ycs  were  removed, 
and  the  difeafe  of  the  elbow  was 
cured,  though  the  cafe  terminated  in 
ofllfic  anchy loiis  ; but  as  the  arm  was*- 
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kept  bent  during  the  cure,  fhe  had  a 
very  ufeful  limb. 

CASE  VII. 

S.  M.  D.  a boy,  about  five  years 
of  age,  had  a white-fwelling  of  his 
knee,  of  fome  date ; and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fluid  which  furrounded  the 
joint,  the  end  of  the  thigh-bone  was 
perceptibly  enlarged ; the  ufual  appli- 
cations had  been  made,  but  to  no  ef- 
fect, as  feveral  abfcefies  formed  about 
the  joint,  but  no  exfoliation  had  oc- 
curred ; and  when  the  boy  was  brought 
to  me,  his  health  had  fuffered  much 
by  repeated  ulcerations.  I applied  the 
cauftic  on  each  fide  of  the  joint,  fo  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  fores  the 
complaint  had  caufed ; and  this  artifi- 
cial difcharge  was  maintained  for  a 
year  and  a half. 

The  refult  of  this  treatment  was  a 

m permanent 
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permanent  healing  of  the  ulcers,  which 
exifted  previous  to  the  application 
of  the  cauftic,  with  a reduction  of 
the  joint  to  its  natural  fize,  and  a per- 
fect recovery  of  its  motion*. 

CASE  VIII. 

T.  B.  about  fix  years  old,  had 
been  afflicted  with  a white- fwelling 
of  his  elbow,  above  eight  months, 
and  it  then  was  ulcerated  in  feven 
places;  he  had  alio  a ftrumous  affec- 
tion of  his  great  toe  on  the  left  foot, 
a fcrofulous  abfcefs  and  two  fores 
on  the  right  leg,  befides  a ftrumous 
ophthalmia  which  had  fubfifted  from 

* Of  a cafe,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  miflaid,  I 
can  only  (late,  that  the  cau flics,  after  a drain  had  been  kept  up 
for  above  a year,  luccecded  in  curing  a difeafed  knee  of  fome 
(landing,  in  which  there  was  great  fwelling  of  the  foft  parts, 
with  enlargement  of  bone,  which  enlargement,  however,  re* 
mained,  after  all  pain  and  tumefa&ion  of  the  integuments  had 
fubfided. 
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the  fourth  year  of  his  age.  On  ac- 
count of  the  inflamed  ftate  of  the  el- 
bow, flx  leeches  were  applied,  and 
cloths  wrung  out  of  the  faturnine  lo- 
tion^ were  kept  to  the  part,  and  re- 
newed when  dry.  Though  this  treat- 
ment in  a degree  relieved  the  inflam- 
mation, yet  the  fores  did  not  indicate 
the  fmalleft  difpofltion  to  heal.  A 
large  cauftic  was  applied  above  the 
elbow-joint,  the  ulcers  preventing 
its  nearer  application,  the  iffue  was 
kept  open  for  about  ten  months, 
when  the  ulcers  formed  by  the  difeafe 
had  completely  healed,  and  the  joint 
recovered. 

This  cafe  affords  a very  ftriking  in- 
ftance  of  the  conftitutional  effedt  of 
artificial  drains  ; as  under  this  treat- 
ment, he  entirely  got  the  better  of  all 
the  complaints  which  have  been  enu- 
merated. On  account  of  his  difpo- 

tion 
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tion  to  fcrofula,  before'  the  fore  made 
by  the  cauftic  was  healed)  I cut  him 
an  iflue  in  the  arm. 

I have  almoft  daily  opportunity  of 
feeing  this  boy,  as  he  lives  in  my 
neighbourhood,  and  he  has  not  fince 
had  any  complaint,  though  a period 
of  nearly  three  years  has  elapfed, 

CASE  IX. 

M.  H.  a girl,  about  five  years  of 
age,  was  troubled  with  a white-fwell- 
ing  of  the  right  elbow,  which  was 
attributed  to  her  having  fallen  from 
a fwing.  The  mother  difcovered 
the  joint  to  be  larger  than  the 
other,  and  that  fhe  favoured  it, 
and  complained  on  its  being  moved. 
The  fkin  covering  the  difeafed  part 
was  pallid,  and  the  integuments  were 
thickened,  though  no  impreflion  of 
the  finger  remained  after  handling. 

This 
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This  child  laboured  under  weak 
eyes,  had  a fvvollen  belly,  the  glands 
oi  her  neck  enlarged,  and  fhe  was 
drowfy,  and  inactive.  Two  fores 
were  made  by  the  cauftic,  on  each 
lide  of  the  joint,  and  were  kept  dif- 
charging  for  about  fix  months,  when 
her  elbow  got  well,  and  her  health 
recovered.  At  the  mother’s  felicita- 
tion, I healed  the  fores,  but  in  about 
two  months,  the  fwelling  of  the  elbow 
returned,  and  there  was  a chain  of 
lymphatic  tumours  extending  from 
thence,  towards  the  axilla,  and  fhe 
relapfed  into  her  former  ill  ftate  of 
health ; and  feme  time  after,  I faw  the 
elbow,  when  the  integuments  were 
unaffected,  though  the  articulation 
was  conliderably  diftended  with  fluid. 

The  advantages  derived  from  the 
firft  application  of  the  cauftic,  encou- 
raged the  parents  to  hope  a fecond 
trial  would  prove  equally  fuccefsful ; 

but 
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but  though  the  child  did  perfectly 
recover  of  the  difeafe  of  the  elbow, 
after  the  fecond  drain  had  been  efta- 
blifhed,  yet  it  required  twice  the 
time  in  this  inftance,  to  complete  the 
recovery ; and  whether  the  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  lymphatics  had  any  {hare 
in  thus  protracting  the  cure,  I fhall 
leave  the  reader  to  determine  for 
himfelf.  The  fwelling  of  her  belly 
fubfided,  as  did  the  glands  in  her 
neck,  excepting  one,  which  was 
fcarcely  to  be  felt 

A common  iffue  was  made  in  her 
arm  at  a time  the  difcharge  by  the 
cauftics  was  fuppreffed;  her  health 
has  remained  for  nearly  three  years  re- 
markably good,  and  her  elbow,  en- 
tirely free  from  difeafe,  is  equally 
ftrong  and  ufeful  as  the  other* 


CASE 
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CASE  X. 

R.  N.  a fcrofulous  boy,  eight  years 
old,  had  a difeafed  knee,  for  about  four 
years,  which  was  much  contracted,  he 
having  been  fullered  to  keep  it  in  a 
bent  Rate.  The  part  was  confiderably 
enlarged  and  painful,  and  from  the 
boy’s  general  health,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Ik  in,  I had  no  doubt,  but  it 
was  matter  which  fluctuated  under  my 
lingers.  The  cauftics  were  applied  on 
each  fide  of  the  joint,  avoiding  a part 
which  was  thin  and  inflamed,  and  the 
fores  were  kept  open  for  about  ten 
months ; the  boy’s  health  gradually  be- 
came good,  the  fluid  collected  in  and 
about  the  joint  was  entirely  ab  for  bed, 
and  the  pain  removed,  though  there 
remained  fome  enlargement  of  the 
inner  condyle.  I wifhed  to  have  re- 
moved the  limb,  becaufe  the  contrac- 
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tion  of  the  knee  rendered  it  of  no  u le, 
and  it  was  only  in  his  way  ; but  the 
mother  objecting,  I directed  the  ifiues 
to  be  kept  open  ; this  advice  was  not 
followed,  and  though  the  knee  preferves 
its  improved  ftate,  yet  a fcrofuious  ab- 
fcefs  has  formed  in  the  middle  of  his 
leg. 

CASE  XL 

A young  lady  felt  a pain  in  her 
knee,  three  years  before  I faw  her, 
which  was  exaiperated  by  walking, 
long  ftanding,  or  any  kind  of  fatigue  ; 
the  joint  was  contracted,  much  en- 
larged, and  the  integuments  were  in  a 
thickened,  puffy  ftate,  and  of  a pallid 
appearance,  though  not  cedematous. 
She  deferibed  her  pain  as  particularly 
fevere  in  the  inner  condyle,  and  under 
the  ligaments  of  the  knee-pan,  fhoot- 
ing  from  thence  into  the  joint.  The 

part 
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part  was  at  different  times,  cupped  or 
leeched,  and  a large  blifter  applied. 
As  the  cafe  occurred  before  my  know- 
ledge of  the  effects  of  favine,  I em- 
ployed the  ung.  caiitharidis  to  keep  up 
the  difcharge,  which  produced  great 
pain  and  ftrangury.  I therefore  applied 
the  cauftic  on  each  fide  of  the  joint, 
and  kept  the  fores  open  by  the  plafter- 
ed  fponge.  I wifh  particularly  to  re- 
mark, thatfhe  always  expreffed  herfelf 
relieved  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  difcharge.  This  patient  conti- 
nued under  my  care  for  two  years,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  that  time,  a drain 
was  maintained,  either  by  the  prepared 
fponge,  or  by  the  favine  cerate,  a blifter 
being  prcvioufty  applied.  Her  knee  is 
perfectly  recovered,  fhe  can  ftraighten 
or  bend  the  joint  without  pain,  and 
her  health,  which  had  buffered  very 
confiderably,  is  now  completely  re^- 
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eftablifhed.  I cannot  fufficiently  com- 
mend the  patience  with  which  the  lady 
who  is  the  fubjedt  of  the  prefen  t cafe, 
has  born  her  fufferings.  Indeed,  the 
circumftances  were  particularly  unfa- 
vourable ; for  a very  near  relation  had 
fallen  a vidtim  to  the  fame  diforder, 
and  but  for  a vihble  improvement  in 
her  general  health,  I fhould  frequently 
have  propofed  amputation  of  the  limb, 
as  preferable  to  the  mifery  fhe  en- 
dured. To  fecure  her  from  a re- 
lap fe,  and  as  fhe  had  been  troubled 
with  fwellings  of  the  glands  of 
her  neck,  I cut  an  iffuc  above  the 
knee. 


CASE  XII. 

R.  D.  of  a fcrofulous  habit,  had  a 
difeafed  knee,  for  above  three  months. 
He  defcribed  his  pain,  as  firft  originat- 
ing in  the  inner  condyle  of  the  os  fe - 

3 morUy 
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morisy  under  the  patella,  and  within 
the  articulation,  before  the  part  ma- 
nifefted  any  fwelling. — The  cuftom- 
ary  application  had  been  previoufly 
ufed,  with  no  advantage ; but  as  he 
had  lately  contracted  fome  venereal 
complaint,  it  was  thought  advifable, 
to  try  how  far  mercury  would  re- 
lieve the  difeafed  joint;  he  was  di- 
rected to  rub  mercurial  ointment  on 
the  affeCted  limb  every  night,  for 
about  fix  weeks,  which  falivated  him, 
though  it  did  not  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  alleviate  the  pains  of  the  joint, 
which  were  not  more  exafperated  in 
the  evening,  than  at  any  other  period 
of  the  day.  He  was  afterwards  ad- 
mitted into  St.  Clement’s  workhoufe, 
when  his  health  was  much  impaired, 
from  the  uneaiinefs  of  the  joint,  lofs 
of  deep  and  appetite.  An  efchar  was 
made,  by  the  application  of  the  cauf- 
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tic,  on  each  fide  of  the  joint,  which 
was  puffy,  much  enlarged,  and  fome- 
what  contraded ; and  the  fores  were 
kept  open  by  the  prepared  fponge, 
for  about  four  months,  after  which 
period  the  joint  became  perfedly  free 
from  difeafe,  though  fome  further 
time  was  neceffary  for  it  to  acquire 
its  ufual  ftrength.  About  two  years 
after,  in  confequence  of  his  applica- 
tion to  me  on  account  of  another  dif- 
eafe, I had  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing the  joint ; he  told  me  it  was  equally 
ftrong  and  ufeful  as  the  other,  and  I 
could  not  difeover  any  veftige  of  dif- 
eafe. I 

CASE  XIIF. 

I was  defired  to  vifit  E.  C.  who 
had  been  two  years  afflided  with  a 
difeafed  knee  ; and  had  fuffered  great 
pain  in  the  condyles  of  the  thigh- 
bone. 
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bone,  under  the  knee-pan,  and  with- 
in the  articulation,  for  fome  time  be- 
fore there  was  any  appearance  of 
fwelling.  The  joint  was  in  aeon* 
traded  Rate,  and  oi  twice  its  natural 
fize ; the  ir teguments  appeared  puffy, 
and  were  thickened,  but  not  oedema - 
tous,  and  the  colour  of  the  fkin  was 
remarkably  pallid.  As  the  joint  was 
rapidly  becoming  more  and  more 
painful,  and  had  already  materially 
affeded  her  health,  a removal  of  the 
limb  was  twice  propofed,  in  confulta- 
tion,  as  the  only  means  of  relief. 
The  caudles  in  this  cafe,  were  applied 
on  each  fide  of  the  joint,  not  with 
any  expedation  of  cure,  but  rather  as 
a palliative  fort  of  remedy,  and  pre- 
venting the  repetition  of  abfeeffes, 
which  always  attend  the  latter  ftage 
of  white- fvvel lings. 

The  fores  were  kept  open  by  the 
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iponge,  for  about  a year,  in  which 
time  the  joint  progreflively  recovered. 
This  patient  was  not  relieved  by  the 
irritation  the  cauftics  firft  produced, 
or  indeed  until  after  the  fores  had  dif- 
charged  freely  for  fome  weeks  ; and 
the  improvement  that  took  place  in 
her  health,  was  the  firft  circumftance 
which  afforded  the  fmalleft  ray  of 
hope. 


CASE  XIV. 

I was  defired  to  vifit  a gentleman, 
who  after  acute  rheumatifm,  had  a 
difeafed  knee,  which  meafured  more 
than  the  other  three  inches  and  a 
half ; a fluid  was  to  be  felt  fluctuat- 
ing on  each  fide  of  the  joint,  and 
under  the  knee-pan,  which  was  ele- 
vated conflderably  above  the  thigh- 
bone, and  which  by  motion  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  to  grate.  This  patient 
4 felt 
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felt  much  uneafinefs  within  the  arti- 
culation of  the  knee,  for  fome  time 
before  the  joint  enlarged,  and  his 
health  was  very  much  impaired. 

The  cauftic  was  applied  on  each 
fide  of  the  joint,  and  the  fores  were 
kept  open  by  the  fponge  ; an  artificial 
drain  was  kept  up,  either  in  this  way, 
or  by  previoufiy  bliftering,  and  af- 
terwards dreffing  with  the  favine  ce- 
rate, for  the  fpace  nearly  of  twelve 
months,  with  manifeft  advantage;  for 
his  health  was  reftored,  he  was  en- 
abled to  walk  without  pain,  though 
the  joint  felt  weak,  and  appeared 
fome  what  fwollen ; and  on  motion  no 
grating  could  be  perceived,  yet  the 
patella  was  increafed  in  its  circum- 
ference. I cannot  give  any  further 
account  of  this  cafe  as  the  avocations 
of  the  gentleman  carried  him  out  of 
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CASE  XV. 

A.M.  about  the  age  of  twenty-two* 
called  on  me,  on  account  of  a dif- 
eafed  knee,  he  had  had  for  nearly  two 
years ; and  when  it  firft  appeared,  the 
pain  was  removed  by  bliftering,  but 
it  foon  after  returned.  The  joint  was 
much  enlarged  ; but  fo  tenfe  and  hard 
was  the  part,  that  it  appeared  to  a me- 
dical friend  and  myfelf,  that  the  con- 
dyles were  enlarged;  and  from  the 
deep  pain  he  felt  in  the  cavity  of  the 
joint,  when  it  was  ufed,  we  concluded 
alfo,  that  the  ligaments  had  fullered . 
This  perfon’s  joint  was  treated, 
for  four  months,  in  the  fame  way 
as  has  been  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing cafe,  and  with  the  like  fuccefs, 
and  the  joint  is  of  its  natural  lize. 
Though  feveral  months  have  elapfed 
fince  the  cure  was  performed,  he  has 

continued 
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contmied  weH,  and  enjoys  a remark- 
ably good  ftate  of  health. 

CASE  XVI. 

C.  B.  a young  woman  or  a fhrumous 
fiabit,  had  felt  tor  fame  months,  great 
pain  on  each  hcfe  oi  her  knee,  and  un- 
der the  knee-pan,  which  was  followed 
by  fwelling  ; and  when  this  e&d  took 
place  fhe  became  ea&r*  This  patient 
alfo  had  night -fw  eats,  fever,  and  lols 
of  appetite;  the  joint  was  enlarged, 
puffy,  and  of  a pallid  hue,  A blifter 
was  applied,  which  completely  co- 
vered its  anterior  and  lateral  parts 
and  when  the  cuticle  was  removed, 
the  fore  was  daily  drefied  with  the  er- 
ratum fabinas,  for  about  three  weeks; 
when  the  fores  were  fuffered  to  heal, 
excepting  in  thole  places,  where  the 
pain  firft  originated.  She  alfo  had  feme 
fcrofulous  fores  on  the  other  leg,  which 
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kept  mending  as  long  as  a difcharge 
was  procured  from  the  difeafed  knee, 
but  when  the  fore  was  healed,  in 
confequence  of  the  joint  having  re- 
covered, the  ulcer  became  worfc, 
which  circumftance  induced  me  to 
cut  her  an  iffue  above  the  knee, 
which  I underhand  is  kept  open,  and 
ike  has  had  no  relapfe. 

CASE  XVII. 

A child,  about  two  years  old,  with 
enlarged  glands  of  the  neck,  had  fuf- 
fered  from  a white- fwelling  of  the 
knee,  for  about  three  months ; the 
pint  was  twice  its  natural  fize,  and  the 
child  cried  much,  when  it  was  moved. 
The  mother  previoufly  to  her  dis- 
covering the  part  to  be  fwollen, 
noticed  that  the  infant  could  not  bear 
this  joint  to  be  exercifed  with  the  fame 
freedom  as  the  other.  The  integu- 
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ments  were  pale  and  thickened,  but 
not  oedematous.  A blifter  was  ap- 
plied fufficiently  large  to  cover  the 
anterior  and  lateral  parts  of  the 
knee,  and  when  the  cuticle  was 
removed,  the  joint  was  covered 
with  a drefling  of  the  favine  cerate, 
which  kept  the  part  difcharging  very 
copioufly  for  about  three  months,  in. 
which  time,  the  joint  completely  re- 
covered, and  was  in  every  refpedt  as 
ufeful  as  the  other;  the  fwelling  of 
the  glands  of  the  neck  alfo  fubfided, 
under  the  fame  treatment. 

CASE  XVIIl. 

I.  C.  between  twenty  and  thirty, 
of  a fcrofulous  habit,  was  attacked 
very  fuddenly,  with  a violent  pain 
within  the  joint  of  his  knee,  which 
he  defcribed  as  fhooting  from  each 
fide,  and  under  the  knee-pan,  into 
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the  interior  part  of  die  articulation* 
He  applied  to  me  a few  days  after  this 
attack,  when  the  whole  of  the  joint 
was  much,  swollen,  and  the  pain  on 
motion,  very  excruciating ; twelve 
leeches  were  applied,  which  bled 
freely,  and  the  part  was  frequently 
fomented ; but  no  relief  was  obtained 
from  this  treatment.  A large  blifter 
was  applied,  and  a very  great  difcharge 
was  maintained  by  the  uie  of  the  ia~ 
vine  cerate,  for  above  a month;  when 
he  loft  all  pain,  and  the  joint  was  re- 
duced to  its  natural  fize,  although 
confiderably  weakened.  It  ought  to 
be  mentioned,  that  this  patient  was 
not  relieved  by  the  firft  effect  of  the 
blifter,  and  indeed,  not  till  after  a dif- 
charge had  been  kept  up  for  feveral 
days.  I have  frequently  feen  this 
perfon  Imce,  and  the  joint  remains 

perfectly 
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perfectly  well,  and  as  ufeful  and  as 
ftrong  as  the  other. 

CASE  XIX. 

W.  C.  had  been  afflicted  twelve 
months  with  a difeafed  elbow ; he 
felt  great  pain  within  the  articulation, 
and  in  the  condyles  of  the  os  humeri, 
for  fome  time  prcvioufly  to  the  joint 
appearing  enlarged*  About  feven 
months  after  the  elbow  had  been  dif- 
eafed,  his  knee  became  affected,  and 
this  complaint  was  preceded  by  ex- 
cruciating pain,  firft  in  his  hip,  and 
which  (to  ufe  his  own  exprefiion)  fell 
into  his  knee,  and  there  continuing 
for  fome  time,  the  joint  began  to  fwell. 
When  I faw  this  patient,  he  com- 
plained of  violent  pain  in  his  fide, 
had  haemoptyfis,  cough,  and  night- 
fweats ; his  elbow  had  ulcerated  in 
three  places,  and  difeharged  freely, 

and 
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and  though  there  was  a quantity  of 
fluid  accumulated  about  the  joint, 
the  condyles  appeared  enlarged,  and 
when  the  elbow  was  moved,  the  bones 
grated.  The  knee  was  contra&ed, 
much  fwollen,  and  fo  diftended,  that 
till  after  the  reduction  of  the  fwell- 
mg,  I was  unable  to  afcertain  that  the 
end  of  the  thigh-bone  was  enlarged, 
though  he  .experienced  much  uneafi- 
nefs  in  the  condyles,  and  within  the 
cavity  of  the  joint.  In  confequence 
of  the  weak  ftate  of  the  patient,  I was 
contented  to  try  what  would  be  the 
refult  of  a purulent  drain  derived 
only  from  the  knee.  After  the  part 
had  difcharged  freely  for  about  a fort- 
night, he  did  not  expe&orate  any 
more  blood  ; his  complaints  in  his 
cheft  were  greatly  relieved,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  were  entirely  removed. 
The  improved  ftate  of  this  patient’s 
2 health 
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health  was  an  encouragement  to  treat 
the  elbow  in  the  fame  way,  and  an 
artificial  drain  was  procured,  firft 
by  bliftering,  and  afterwards  dreff- 
ing  with  the  favine  cerate,  for  nearly  a 
year.  The  elbow  remains  contracted, 
and  when  it  is  moved,  no  grating  is 
perceptible;  the  ulcers  have  gradually 
healed,  and,  excepting  an  enlarge- 
ment of  bone,  there  is  no  appearance 
of  difeafe. 

The  knee  became  free  from  pain, 
and  perfectly  recovered  its  motion, 
though  the  joint  was  an  inch  in  cir- 
cumference larger  than  the  other,  a 
circumftance  clearly  attributable  to  an 
increafed  fize  of  the  condyles. 

This  patient  is  of  a fcrofulous  habit, 
and  the  difeafe  of  the  knee  has  once 
returned ; the  fame  treatment  was 
again  reforted  to,  and  excepting  the 
joint  being  very  confiderably  weak- 
ened, 


( ) 

ened,  it  remains  in  the  ftate  juft 
defcribed ; but  with  a view  to  prevent 
any  further  relap  fe,  a common  iffue 
has  been  made  above  the  knee, 

CASE  XX. 

A boy,  aged  feven  years,  had  a di{~ 
cafed  knee  and  ankle-joint  of  the  fame 
limb,  which  had  fo  impaired  his  health, 
that  amputation  was  thought  advife- 
able,  but  to  which  the  parents  would 
not  confent.  The  knee-joint  having 
been  ArA  affedled,  and  advancing  faft 
to  a ftate  of  fuppuration,  it  was  b lif- 
ter cc,  and  the  part  was  every  day  dreff- 
ed  with  the  favine  cerate,  for  above  fix 
months ; this  treatment  produced  a re- 

•A 

dudioii  of  the  fwelling  of  the  foft 
parts,  a removal  of  the  pain  occa- 
honed  by  the  difeafe,  and  a complete 
absorption  of  the  fluid,  with  which 

the 
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the  different  parts  of  the  joint  were 
diftended. 

The  knee  is  capable  of  every  func- 
tion, though  the  condyles  of  the  thigh- 
bone remain  conliderably  enlarged. 

From  the  improvement  of  the  boy’s 
health,  and  the  amendment  of  his 
knee,  I recommended  the  ankle-joint 
to  be  treated  in  the  fame  way;  but 
v/ith  what  advantage,  I have  not  yet 
heard,  as  he  refides  in  the  country. 

CASE  XXL 

E.  P.  eleven  years  old,  of  a 
fcrofulous  family,  had  an  indolent 
white- fwelling,  for  about  four  years  ; 
the  joint  was  much  fwollen,  the  inte- 
guments were  thickened,  but  not  cede- 
matous,  and  the  fkin  was  remarkably 
pallid.  This  boy  was  fuffering  much 
from  the  painful  date  of  the  part,  the 
difeafe  was  making  rapid  progrefs,  and 
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he  could  not,  as  before,  bear  it  to  be 
handled  without  great  complaint,  and 
in  moving  the  joint,  he  expreffed  a 
fenfation  of  much  uneafinefs  within 
the  articulation.  A binder  was  ap- 
plied over  the  whole  knee,  and  was 
kept  difcharging  with  the  favine  cerate 
for  about  two  months,  by  which  treat- 
ment he  perfectly  recovered,  though 
the  joint  for  fome  time  remained  weak : 
it  is  almoft  two  years  fince,  and  no 
fymptom  of  difeafe  has  appeared. 

CASE  XXII. 

A.  D.  of  a fcrofulous  habit,  fome 
days  after  a fall,  which  at  the  time 
did  ne  t occafion  any  inconvenience, 
complained  of  a dreadful  pain  in 
the  infide  of  his  knee,  which  was 
followed  by  a puffy  fwelling,  under 
and  on  each  fide  of  the  knee ; he  could 
oear  the  part  to  be  handled  with  free- 
dom. 


( I07  ) 

dom,  provided  the  limb  was  at  reft, 
without  manifeftinor  anv  increafe  oi 

o 

uneafinefs ; but  when  the  joint  was 
moved,  his  bufferings  were  fevere. 
Six  leeches  were  hrft  applied  without 
affording  any  relief,  a blifter  was 
therefore  had  recourfe  to,  and  the  fore 
was  drefted  with  the  favine  cerate,  for 
about  three  weeks,  in  which  time,  a 
very  copious  difcharge  was  kept  up, 
the  pain  gradually  fubfided,  and  the 
joint  has  remained  in  a perfect  and 
healthy  ftate. 

CASE  XXIII. 

I.  S.  aged  fixteen,  had  for  feveral 
months  prior  to  his  application  to  me, 
buffered  great  pain  within  the  joint  of 
his  knee,  before  the  part  began  to  fwell ; 
he  could  then  bear  it  to  be  handled 
without  increafe  of  pain,  but  his  ufing 
the  joint  in  any  way,  occafioned  great 
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uncafinefs,  and  his  fufferings  were 
fomewhat  diminilhed  after  the  tume- 
faction appeared.  When  I faw  him, 
the  joint  was  much  diftenc^ed,  and  he 
felt  a deep-feated  pain  within  the  ar- 
ticulation,  which  affeCted  his  health. 

A blifter  was  firft  applied  to  the 
knee ; when  the  cuticle  was  removed, 
the  part  was  dreffed  with  the  favine 
cerate  for  fix  months,  when  he  had 
loft  all  pain,  and  the  joint  in  every 
refpedt  appeared  found,  though  it  was 
weak  for  fome  time. 

He  remained  well  for  fix  months, 
when  he  relapfed,  and  the  fame  fort  of 
treatment,  with  fuccefs,  was  reforted 
to ; but  in  this  inftance,  twice  the  time 
was  requifite  for  his  recovery : and  to 
prevent  another  relapfe,  as  he  was  of  a 
fcrofulous  conftitution,  an  ifliie  was 
made  above  the  knee,  and  he  has  re- 
mained well  almoft  twelve  months. 

CASE 
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CASE  XXIV. 

H.W.  aged  thirty,  was  feized,  about 
four  years  ago,  with  pain  in  the  con- 
dyles of  the  thigh-bone,  and  within 
the  articulation;  her  cafe  was  treated 
and  looked  upon  as  rheumatifm,  as 
the  joint  became  eafier  when  ufed,  but 
more  fliff  and  painful,  after  the  limb 
had  been  at  reft  for  fome  time.  She 
began  to  fuffer  in  her  health,  which 
was  afterwards  much  improved  by 
being  at  the  fea-fide ; fhe  went  fre- 
quently into  a warm  fea-bath,  with 
the  advantage  only  of  relaxing  the 
joint,  but  it  did  not  reduce  the  fwell- 
ing,  or  remove  the  pain.  Different 
liniments  and  plafters  were  applied, 
and  fhe  underwent  a long  courfe  of 
mercury,  without  the  fmalleft  relief. 

It  is  now  more  than  twelve  months, 
fince  I firft  faw  her,  and  by  fubmit- 
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ting  to  the  treatment  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  cafe,  fhe  has  a very  ufeful 
limb  ; can  extend,  but  is  unable  to 
bend  it  fo  perfectly  as  fhe  can  the 
other  knee.  Her  health  is  very  good  j 
{lie  is  free  from  thofe  pains,  by  which 
fhe  had  been  before  oppreffed,  and 
the  fwelling  of  the  foft  parts  is  com- 
pletely removed.  Her  complaint  be- 
ing of  long  Handing,  and  her  pains 
having  begun  in  the  condyles,  which 
remain  enlarged,  I have  thought  it 
advifable  to  keep  up  a difeharge  for 
fome  time  longer  on  each  fide  of  the 
joint,  and  ultimately  mean  to  make 
an  iffue  above  the  knee. 

CASE  XXV. 

A maid-fervant  in  my  neighbour- 
hood, about  feventeen  years  of  age, 
had  for  many  months  been  afflidled 
with  a pain  within  the  articulation  of 

the 
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the  knee,  before  the  joint  appeared  at 
all  enlarged.  In  the  incipient  ftage 
of  the  complaint,  fhe  could  bear  the 
part  to  be  handled  without  any  ad- 
ditional uneafinefs,  but  moving  the 
joint  in  any  way,  greatly  increafed  her 
iufferings.  After  the  Arfl:  appearance 
of  enlargement,  fhe  became  fomewhat 
eafler,  but  when  the  fwelling  had  very 
considerably  increafed,  and  the  joint 
become  much  diftcnded  by  fluid  col- 
lected in  the  different  parts  of  it, 
handling  then  became  very  uneafy  to 
her,  and  the  pain  within  the  articula- 
tion was  particularly  fevcre,  indeed  fo 
much  fo,  that  opium  was  given  every 
night,  to  procure  fleep. 

The  anterior  and  lateral  parts  of  the 
knee^  were  bliftered,  and  the  cuticle 
being  removed,  the  fores  were  dreffed 
every  day  with  the  ceratum  Sabinas: 
after  a difeharge  had  continued  for 
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fome  days,  fhe  became  eafier,  opium 
was  therefore  omitted,  and  in  about 
a month  the  pain  and  fwelling  en- 
tirely fubfided  ; the  joint  in  every  re- 
fpeft  recovered,  and  remains  well. 

CASE  XXVI. 

A young  lady,  aged  twelve  years,  the 
lifter  of  the  child  whofe  cafe  is  given 
in  page  66,  was  brought  to  me,  from 
the  country,  to  be  put  under  my  care, 
in  confequence  of  the  favourable  event 
of  her  fifter’s  cafe.  She  had  a dif- 
eafed  ankle-joint,  of  the  indolent  fort, 
whofe  appearance  I have  fo  often  de- 
ferred ; it  had  fuppurated  on  the  in- 
ner fide,  but  the  ulcer  did  not  reduce 
the  general  fwelling,  and  only  feemed 
to  affe£t  that  part  over  which  it  was 
immediately  fituated.  A blifter  was 
applied  round  the  whole  joint,  but 
the  ulcerated  part  was  defended  by  a 
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dreflmg  of  white  cerate,  a difcharge 
was  kept  up  for  fix  months,  in  the  man- 
ner I have  recommended,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  practice  was  mofl  decided. 
From  her  conftitutional  tendency  to 
fcrofula,  I made  an  iffue  above  her 
knee,  and  directed  that  it  fhould  be 
conftantly  kept  open.  I confider  this 
treatment  as  having  prevented  the  re- 
currence of  any  modification  of  the 
difeafe  fince  that  time. 

CASE  XXVII. 

W.  B.  thirty-four  years  of  age,  of  a 
fcrofulous  habit,  had  an  affedion  of 
the  left  ankle-joint,  after  external  in- 
jury, which  at  laft  increafed  fo  as  to 
render  him  incapable  of  following  his 
ordinary  occupation  of  a farrier.  He 
was  for  fome  time  admitted  a patient 
in  a hofpital,  without  receiving  any  be- 
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nefit,  though  all  the  ordinary  methods 
of  treatment  were  employed.  It  is 
now  more  than  three  years  fince  he 
firft  applied  to  me ; the  joint  was 
much  fwollen,  and  was  remarkably 
tenfe,  though  a fluctuation  was  per- 
ceptible in  fome  parts ; he  complained 
of  a violent  deep-feated  pain  within 
the  joint,  and  it  was  completely  ufe- 
lefs.  I firft  directed  leeches,  and  then 
applied  a blifterover  the  joint,  intend- 
ing to  maintain  a permanent  difcharge 
by  the  common  blifter-ointment;  but 
the  ftrangury  which  fuperve  *"d,  made 
it  neceffary  for  me  to  defift  from  its 
life.  I therefore  made  a large  efchar  on 
each  fide  or  the  joint,  from  which  a 
drain  was  eftablifhed  for  more  than  a 
year  and  a half:  it  became  free  from  pain 
and  fwelling,  and  though  it  is  lefs  flex- 
ible and  ftrong  than  the  other,  he  is 
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neverthelefs  enabled  to  follow  his  bu- 
finefs,  which  the  difeafe  had  previoufly 
obliged  him  to  quit. 

CASE  XXVIII. 

E.  S.  about  fix  years  of  age,  of  a 
ftru mous  habit,  and  labouring  under 
phthibs  pulmonalis,  was  brought  to 
me,  for  an  indolent  white- fwelling  of 
the  elbow  ; the  joint  was  twice  its 
natural  fize,  and  a fluftuation  of  fluid 
was  evidently  to  be  felt. 

The  whole  joint  was  furrounded 
by  a blifter,  and  when  the  cuticle  was 
removed,  the  part  was  drefled  with 
the  fivine  cerate.  The  advantages  firfl: 
derived  from  this  treatment,  were  ef- 
fectual in  recovering  the  patient's 
health,  as  his  breathing  became  eafier, 
and  his  night- fweats,  cough,  and  pain 
in  the  fide  were  entirely  removed. 

The  difeafed  joint  gradually  reco- 
ct 2 vered 
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vered  in  about  twelve  months,  and  was 
completely  cured  ; an  iflue  was  at  that 
time  made  in  the  arm,  and  the  child 
in  every  refpect  has  fince  continued 
well,  a period  of  about  a year. 

CASE  XXIX. 

A cafe  of  a difeafed  elbow  occurred 
in  a fcrofulous  girl,  about  the  age  of 
fifteen,  nearly  fimilar  in  appearance  to 
the  cafe  juft  recited,  excepting  that 
the  arm  was  in  an  extended  ftate,  and 
the  joint  fo  rigid,  as  to  be  incapable  of 
the  leaft  flexion,  though  it  admitted 
a degree  of  motion  fufficient  to  prove 
that  its  rigidity  was  not  owing  to  ofli- 
fic  union.  By  a drain  of  feveral  weeks’ 
continuance,  the  difeafe  of  the  joint  got 
well,  and  the  limb  was  perfectly  re- 
ftored  to  its  functions. 
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CASE  XXX. 

I fhall  mention  a cafe,  though  it  is 
not  yet  terminated,  but  the  alteration 
produced,  has  been  as  marked  as  I 
could  wifh : it  was  an  elbow-difeafe. 
The  condyles  were  much  enlarged,  the 
integuments  were  become  thin  in  one 
part,  and  a general  fluctuation  could  be 
perceived;  there  was  an  ulceration  wdth 
confiderable  fungus,  and  a difcharge 
of  a vifcid  glairy  matter  in  fmall 
quantity,  upon  that  part  where  the 
integuments  were  thinned:.  Dry  lint 
was  applied  immediately  to  the  fungus, 
and  then  the  joint  was  furrounded  by 
a blifter.  A diicharge  has  been  per- 
fevered  in  for  fix  months,  the  general 
health,  which  had  always  been  bad, 
feems  from  the  mother’s  account,  to 
be  better  than  ever.  That  part  of  the 
dwelling  which  depended  on  fluid,  has 
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difappeared,  the  fungus  has  fubiided, 
and  the  original  fore  healed ; fo  that  at 
prefent,  the  difcharge  is  kept  up  from 
the  furface  even  of  the  whole  joint,  and 
the  only  difeafe  which  feems  to  re- 
main, conlifts  in  the  enlargement  of 
the  bones. 

CASE  XXXI. 

Two  cafes  of  difeafed  fhoulder- 
joints,  in  perfons  of  a fcrofulous  ten- 
dency, having  fallen  under  my  care, 
I fhall  relate  but  one,  the  circum- 
flances  of  each  nearly  refembling 
the  other. 

A young  woman  had  long  been 
troubled  with  an  excruciating  pain 
within  the  cavity  of  the  fhoulder-joint, 
and  when  it  had  continued  for  fome 
time,  the  part  began  to  fwxll ; foon  after 
this  the  arm  was  lengthened  and  exte- 
nuated, and  flae  could  not  lift  it  from 

her 
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her  fide.  When  I faw  her,  the  head  of 
the  os  humeri  was  funk  into  the  axilla, 
and  a cavity  of  courfe  was  formed  un- 
der the  deltoid  mufcle ; as  foon  as 
the  head  of  the  bone  was  elevated  in- 
to the  acetabulum  fcapulse,  the  ca- 
vity that  was  before  obfervable  under 
the  deltoid  mufcle,  was  removed,  and 
a perceptible  fulnefs,  with  fluctuation, 
occupied  its  place. 

After  purfuing  the  practice  above 
recommended  for  feveral  months,  fhe 
loft  all  pain,  the  fluid  was  abforbed, 
and  the  head  of  the  bone  continues  in 
its  natural  fttuation  ; fhe  has  a very 
ufeful  limb,  though  the  arm  ftill  re- 
mains of  a reduced  fize.* 

From 

* This  cafe,  with  others  of  the  hip  and  {houlder,  which 
have  fallen  under  my  notice,  feems  to  me  to  be  decidedly 
jlluftrative  of  the  proper  acceptation  of  the  following  aphorifm 
of  Hippocrates,  to  which  I fliall  fubjoin  the  commentaries  of 
Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente,  and  Galen. 

'Oxotrotcrm  Lira  latydSos  i|»raT«»  To 

x«i  ipiviTrlof  T»1«5»r» 

Qtjubufcuqnue 


( 1 20  ) 

From  the  obfervations  which  have 
been  made,  and  the  cafes  adduced,  I 
think  myfelf  juftifiable,  in  drawing 
the  following  conclufions  : 

That  long-continued  difeharges,  ar- 
tificially excited,  are  highly  beneficial 
in  every  ftage  of  white-fwelling,  and 
in  other  modifications  of  fcrofula. 

That  caries  has  been  arrefted,  and 
fometimes  eured;  that  collections  of 
fluid  within  the  cavities  of  joints,  or 
exterior  to  them,  have  been  removed  ; 
that  fores  connected  with  the  local  af- 

Quibufcunque  & coxendicum  morbo  vexatis,  coxa  et- 
cidit,  et  rurfus  incidit,  his  muci  accedunt. 

Hippocr.  Apbor.  59,  § 6. 

In  quo  aphorifmo  Hippocrates  caufam  allignat  heft  articult 
femoris,  quod  excidat  et  recidat,  quam  in  pituitam  rejicit 
mucofam ; et  eft  ut  puto  ille  mucus,  qui  naturaliter  folet  con- 
teneri  in  articulorum  cavitate  copia  tamen  plus  sDquo  ad- 
auftus.  Hieron.  Fabricii  Opera  Cbirurgica , c.  106,  p.  643. 

Sxpe  in  articulis  humor  pituitofus  acervatur,  quern  myxam 
appellat  (Hippocrates)  a quo  madefa<fta  articulationis  liga- 
menta,  laxiora  redduntur : atque  ideo  facile  a cavitate  articulus 
cxcidit,  et  rurfus  non  cum  difficultate  incidit. 

Galen  in  Apbor . Hippocr.  Com . 6. 
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fcdtion  have  been  permanently  healed, 
and  a repetition  of  them  prevented  ; 
that  the  general  health  of  every  patient 
has  been  ftrikingly  improved,  and 
that  where  this  treatment  has  been 
adopted  in  confequence  of  the  dif- 
eafed  joint,  other  fcrofulous  appear- 
ances in  diftant  parts  have  alfo  yielded 
to  it. 

That  the  bell:  method  of  producing 
fuch  difcharge,  is  the  application  of  a 
common  blifter  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  when  the  cuticle  is  removed,  in 
dre fling  the  part  with  the  favine  ce- 
rate ; and  that  the  ufe  of  this  prepara- 
tion may  be  beneficially  extended  to 
a great  variety  of  cafes,  where  a co- 
pious local  difcharge  may  be  thought 
advifable. 

That  an  ilfue  in  any  part  of  the 
body,  may  be  fuccefsfully  employed 
as  a conflitutional  remedy,  in  all  cafes 
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of  fcrofula,  and  may  probably  be  fuf- 
iiciently  powerful  when  it  is  -applied 
in  time,  to  prevent  an  attack  of  this 
dif  afe,  in  conftitutions  predifpofcd 
to  it. 

And  finally,  that  we  are  not  to  be 
deprefled  by  the  obftinate  refiftance 
of  the  complaint,  or  lofe  the  neceffary 
confidence  in  our  mode  of  treatment, 
although  months  fhould  pafs  without 
much  apparent  advantage;  for  it  has 
principally  been  owing  to  a fteady 
perfeverance,  that  I have  fucceeded 
in  reftoring  fome  patients,  labouring 
under  unfortunate  and  almoft  defperate 
cafes,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
health. 


FINIS. 


